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Me 


tting down to monkey business 


Cartoonist Frank Cho talks about the future of comics, his newspaper frustrations and—of course—his undying love for monkeys 


TYSON DURST 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Frank “Monkey Boy” Cho has a soft 
spot for primates. The self-taught 
artist and writer has been drawing 
monkeys—along with all other kinds 
of animals—in his popular comic 
strip Liberty Meadows for years, and 
has garnered numerous awards for 
his efforts. 

But while comic books are experi- 
encing newfound growth and expo- 
sure, the newspaper comic strip isn’t 
so fortunate these days. 

“They're dying a slow death,” Cho 
says. “People aren’t reading newspa- 
pers in the same numbers that they 
used to. They’re turning to other 
sources for news like the Internet.” 

Liberty Meadows got its start as 
a syndicated comic strip in main- 
stream newspapers. After a few years, 
Cho decided to take his strip into the 
comic-book market exclusively, cur- 
rently publishing at Image Comics. 
One of the reasons for that move was 
due to frustration in dealing with 
editorial attitudes and interference 
at various newspapers. A long list of 
strips that were censored in some 
form can be found at Cho’s website, 
www.libertymeadows.com. 

“TNewspaper editors] tend to be 
snobs that treat comics as juvenile 
fare where you're being told to dumb 
something down so a five-year old 
can understand it,” Cho explains. 
“They have to realize that comics 
should be treated just like any other 
material that they put in their papers. 
It’s kind of odd because comics used 


to boost circulation and were fea- 
tured more prominently.” 

Cho is more enthusiastic about 
comic strips finding new life in digi- 
tal form online, more commonly 
known as webcomics. 


“T love the webcomic and the 
format. It’s liberating with no cen- 
sorship except self-censorship,” Cho 
relates. “There’s so much talent that 
syndication ignores or tries to take 
as a square peg and hammer it 
into a round hole.” 


That means fans hoping for official 
merchandise like home pregnancy 
tests may be disappointed, “unless 

there’s a real demand,” jokes 
Cho. 

But fans who enjoy the 
combination of television 
If you missed out on Liberty 

Meadows in the newspapers, 
the popular comic is about an 
animal sanctuary run by veteri- 
narians Frank (no relation) and 
Brandy with an odd assortment 
of animals that include regu- 
lar favourites such as Leslie 
the hypochondriac frog, 
Ralph the midget circus 
bear and Dean the chau- 
vinist pig—literally. 

While artists vary in 
their opinions on carry- 
ing over their creations 
into other media or 
merchandising, Cho 
isn’t opposed to the 
idea with Liberty 
Meadows but 
recognizes the need 
not to overdo it. 

“My artistic philoso- 
phy is not as strict as 
others,” Cho says. “I’m 
a capitalistic whore. But 
within limits.” 


and comedy should keep 
their fingers crossed with 
some juicy news straight 
from the Monkey Boy’s 
mouth. 
“We're negotiating to 
do an animated televi- 
sion show [based on 
Liberty Meadows] 
aimed at an adult 
audience with a 
PG-13 or R rating,” 
Cho says. “I can’t 
really say any more 
than that because I 
don’t want to jinx 
it.” 
Besides = work- 
ing on his own 
creation, Cho has 
done projects at 
Marvel Comics and 
is currently work- 
ing with writer Brian 
Michael Bendis on 
The Mighty Avengers 
with the first issue 
hitting stands a few 
weeks ago. 

“The Mighty 
Avengers is basically 
about a new team of 

government-sanctioned 
Avengers in the new 
order of 
the Marvel 


also 


Universe after the events of Civil 
War,” Cho explains. 

The recently concluded Civil War 
storyline attracted attention in the 
mainstream press with high-profile 
events that included the surprising 
and controversial death of a major 
superhero icon. 

“T expected the increased attention 
in the mainstream press because of 
the way Hollywood is gobbling up all 
of the properties,” Cho says. “Some of 
the harsher, more visceral reactions 
to the Civil War story and things like 
the death of Captain America were a 
bit surprising though.” 

As for Liberty Meadows, it wouldn't 
be complete in any format without 
the Monkey Boy, a rendition of him- 
self in monkey form that Cho uses 
to sometimes break the fourth wall 
in his strips. Cult film aficionados 
may also recognize it as a reference 
to the 1984 film, The Adventures 
of Buckaroo Bonzai Across the 8th 
Dimension starring Peter “Robocop” 
Weller. As for the fascination with 
monkeys and other primates, Cho 
cites several reasons. 

“T don’t know what it is,’ Cho 
ponders. “I think there’s an innate 
philosophy that all people have that 
monkeys equal comedy, something I 
discovered early on. They’re like cari- 
catures of human beings and they’re 
fun to look at. And they fling their 
own poop.” 

But when faced with choosing 
between his children or having an 
army of primates at his command, 
the father of two has his priorities in 
order. 

“As a loving pragmatist, I'd have to 
go with my children,” Cho gushes. 
“At least until they hit puberty. When 
they reach their teen years and start 
rebelling, I might look into monkeys. 
Robot monkeys.” 
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The Cherry Orchard 

By Anton Chekhov 

Directed by Richard Greenblatt 
Starring the Graduating BFA Acting 
Class of 2007 

Timms Centre for the Arts 

Runs until April 7 


RYAN KENNY 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


In the bowl of cherries that is life, a 
few are bound to be sour. Such is the 
case in the latest Studio Theatre pro- 
duction of The Cherry Orchard: your 
face may pucker from time to time, 
but in the end, you'll be satisfied. 

The last of Chekhov’s four plays, 
The Cherry Orchard takes place in 
Russia during the late 1800s, a time 
of great social change. It concerns a 
family and their home estate, which 
will soon be lost if swift action is not 
taken. However, the owners are stuck 
in the past, unable to fully grasp the 
situation they find themselves in. 
This obliviousness is the source of 
both comedy and tragedy. 

The play’s cast is made up of soon- 
to-be graduates from the University of 
Alberta’s BFA program, which is rep- 
resented in the number of truly excel- 
lent performances. Years down the 
road, audience members will be able 
to proudly tell their snobby theatre 
buddies that they watched local the- 
atre celebrities X, Y and even Z while 
they were only students—and even 
then, they knew those kids would be 
stars. 

The atmosphere created by Serbian 
set designer Snezana Pesic, however, 


is hit-and-miss. She takes a mini- 
malist approach, scattering the odd 
chair or furniture piece across a 
large, empty stage. The sets for the 
first and last scenes were very well 
done, both incorporating a large 
cherry tree branch hanging behind 
a picture frame, a static and power- 
ful symbol. Other sets, though, were 
less successful: a group of hanging 
Orthodox crosses contributed little 
to the second scene, only becoming 


significant near the end where they 
functioned as a visual supplement for 
a speech. It was a bit of a stretch. 

The play’s direction was quite non- 
descript. Nothing very bold ormodern, 
just a traditional play directed in a tra- 
ditional way. The introduction of each 
scene with a song is one of the only 
noticeable touches, but it doesn’t add 
much to the production as a whole. 
One of the songs even has a strangely 
African feel, which does more to 
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The Cherry Orchard a bittersweet performance 


. 
= 


confuse the audience than enhance 
the tone of the piece. 

In the end, a great script always 
compliments a great production. The 
complex, funny and emotional text 
carried the show through the occa- 
sional stumbles. From the squeaking 
boots of clumsy Yepichodov to the 
obscene speeches of the delightfully 
odd Carlotta, the play is full of hilari- 
ous moments. It’s also full of irony; the 
phrase “life is awful” is repeated from 


LIZ DURDEN 


start to finish from a variety of char- 
acters, taking on a slightly different 
meaning each time it’s used. 

Although many of Chekhov’s plays 
tend to lean on the banal, serious 
side of things, The Cherry Orchard 
does a fine job of allowing detailed 
charicatures to run amock and take 
entertaining spins. Indeed, once you 
pick out all the sour cherries, what 
you'll have leftover is a decent, well- 
rounded production. 


Playing Host to a formaldehyde-fuelled sea monster 


The Host 

Directed by Joon-ho Bong 
Starring Kang-ho Song, Hie-bong 
Byeon, Hae-il Park, Du-na Bae and 
Ah-sung Ko 

Empire Theatres 

Now Playing 


BRYAN SAUNDERS 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


Just the thought of subtitled movies 
can turn away most audiences, and 
if you add “Korean” and “monster” 
to the mix, chances are the remain- 
ing demographic of viewers are male 
fans. However, with the lastest over- 
seas beast-and-screaming-people cre- 
ation, The Host, everyone from art 
house hipsters to horror lovers will 


settle into their seats for an intrigu- 
ing couple of hours. 

Recently nominated for a Hong 
Kong Film Award (Best 
Film) and two Saturn Awards 
(Best International Film and Best 
Performance by a Younger Actor), 
The Host is part comedy, part politi- 
cal commentary and part monster- 
on-the-rampage horror movie. It’s 
also South Korea’s highest grossing 
movie of all time, setting dozens of 
box-office records and winning five 
of Korea’s Blue Dragon Awards. 

The opening premise of the 
movie is based on a true story. In the 
year 2000, morgue worker Albert 
McFarland of the Yongsan Garrison 
United States military base ordered 
20 gallons of toxic formaldehyde to 


Asian 


be disposed of directly into the Seoul 
sewer system. His Korean aide pro- 
tested this unsafe dumping to no 
avail, and the formaldehyde found 
itself swimming down Korea’s Han 
River. 

When the Korean aide later brought 
this to the attention of an envi- 
ronmental group, a political battle 
between South Korea and the United 
States regarding custody of McFarland 
broke out. Years later, McFarland was 
handed over to the South Korean 
government for prosecution and was 
convicted to six months prison time. 
However, he has yet to serve. This is 
just the latest in a string of incidents 
that has South Koreans feeling bitterly 
resentful about the ongoing American 
occupation of their country. 


Stop the spread of syphilis 


Alberta is facing an outbreak of infectious syphilis. 


Over 200 cases of infectious syphilis were identified throughout the province last year; a 40% 


increase from the previous year. 


Anyone who is having unprotected sex, outside of an exclusive, single 
partner relationship, can contract syphilis. People of all ages face the risk. 


Syphilis is a sexually transmitted infection that can cause serious health 
consequences. It can be detected with a simple blood test and is treated 


with antibiotics. 


What you can do to prevent the spread of syphilis: 
e Practice safer sex with the use of a condom. 


e If you think you may have been exposed to syphilis, talk to a health 


professional about having a syphilis blood test. 


e For more information, call the STI/HIV line at: 1 (800) 772 2437. 


For more information, visit 


www.health.gov.ab.ca 


Now, while you might be lead to 
assume that The Host will take a doc- 
umentary,  preach-to-the-environ- 
mentalists turn, it doesn’t. Rather, the 
film tends to focus on the imaginative 
and fantastic. That’s right: The Host 
speculates what effects the formalde- 
hyde has created. The chemical has 
caused some sort of sea animal to 
wildly mutate into a gigantic, blood- 
thirsty, incredibly acrobatic and 
amphibious monster. 

From here, the movie features 
one crazy scene after another, rap- 
idly alternating between horror and 
comedy. This juxtaposition is inter- 
esting, especially when an outra- 
geously hilarious scene is placed right 
before a gruesome bloodbath. 


The Host also boasts special 


effects by Weta Workshop and The 
Orphanage—Lord of the Rings and 
Sin City, respectively—that make the 
film that much more of a testosterone 
fest. However, The Host isn’t without 
its weak elements, like the painfully 
out-of-focus camera shots. In addi- 
tion, there are many scenes that will 
seem unnecessary and strange for 
many of North American viewers; 
much of the cinematic and meta- 
phorical genius behind the movie is 
lost in the trip overseas. 

Although The Host may be cri- 
tiqued as being a two-hour-long gore 
fest, there are elements to the film 
that are to be appreciated. Besides, 
cinematography aside, who doesn’t 
enjoy seeing a slimy reptile transform 
into a giant, man-eating beast? 


MARKET RESEARCH INTERVIEWER 


We TREND 
\4V, RESEARCH 


* Conduct interviews over the telephone from our centrally 


located call centre, accurately enter data into a computer 


system. 
¢ Absolutely no sales involved. 


¢ Position requires excellent telephone manner and typing skills. 
¢ Flexible scheduling with shift choices. 


* Company benefits plan. 


* $10.50 / hour to start, with performance based reviews. 


Please mail, fax or email your resume to: 
2nd Floor, 10304 - 108 Street, Edmonton, AB T5J 1L9 
Fax: 780-485-5085 
Email: HR@TrendResearch.ca 
Phone: 780-485-6558 


TREND HIRES ON AN ONGOING BASIS 
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Zombies in movies: uncouth or totally awesome? 


There's no room for zombies in my cinematic collection, Jonn 


PAUL 
BLINOV 


point 


ombies are eroding modern cinema. 

You heard me. Every time I see one of 

those shambling pus-bags take a bite 
out of some hapless human’s neck, I sigh, space 
out and wait for the credits to finally start roll- 
ing. Zombies are stupid, pointless and dull vil- 
lains in any movie, but it seems that more and 
more flicks about the undead are being made 
to a weaker and weaker effect. Graveyard Alive? 
Zombie Honeymoon? Night of the Living Dead 
3D? Are you fucking kidding me? 

Monsters aren’t just created out of pure imagi- 
nation like modern filmmakers seem to think; 
they all stem from deeply rooted societal terrors. 
Frankenstein’s creation originally formed out 
of Industrial Revolution-era fears, where new 
technologies were forcing people out of jobs. 
Society was afraid of what it was creating, and 
thus the man-made monster resonated deeply. 
Now that those fears have left society, however, 
Frankenstein’s monster is now usually portrayed 
as a goofy thing—if it’s portrayed at all. The 
fear within society that spawned the monster 
has left, and naturally the monster has left along 
with it. 

Zombies—the flesh-eating, rotting, walking- 
corpse type, not the voodoo type—have fol- 
lowed a similar route as Frankenstein’s monster, 
but without the sensible exit. George A Romero’s 
original .. Of The Living Dead trilogy is clas- 
sic; studies in Cold War paranoia, capitalist, con- 
sumer nature and the ever-present threat of an 
apocalypse. This is the stuff fine zombie movies 


YOU'RE 
UNIQUE 


“the U of L is an engaging learning 
experience. At the Edmonton Cam us, 
| have thrived in an environment with 
small Classes and instruction from 
experienced industry professionals. The 
given me Confidence and 
enthusiasm in reaching my career goals.” 


Charles Wong 
U of L student 


University of 


Lethbridge 
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are made of, and only Romero seemed to grasp 
this. Now, even though the threat that created 
them has gone away, filmmakers let zombies 
meaninglessly shamble onto countless more 
films, and as a result, the genre has disintegrated 
into nothing but cheap screams and shitty acting. 
These are mere shadows of Romero’s master- 
pieces and they’ve gotten so bad that Romero’s 
gotten back onto the zombie bandwagon. He 
released the well-acclaimed Land of the Dead in 
2005, but it did little to steer his contemporaries 
in the right direction. 

The really sad part is that these modern zombie 
movies—zombie nouveau, if you will—aren’t 
even an exciting batch able to compensate for 
the lack of fright. Zombies on screen are almost 
always slow, meandering wastes of our time. We 
know exactly what they're going to do on their 
own—nothing. The only times these zombies 
actually catch someone is through sheer luck or 
superior numbers. Exciting, huh? Huh? 

The fact that Shaun of the Dead—a spoof of 
zombie movies covering pretty much everything 
mentioned above—is the most successful film in 
the zombie nouveau catalogue shows the state 
that the genre’s in. Most newer zombie movies are 
cheap throw-togethers that you and your friends 
could recreate with a few fake guns and a bucket 
of red paint, yet they're taking up an increasing 
portion of the market. The 2007’s movie release 
schedule currently includes Zombie Farm, 
American Zombie, Zombie Hunters, Fido (yeah, 
it’s about zombies) and Zombie Girl: The Movie. 
Are they low-budget? Almost certainly. Will you 


go see any of them? Probably not. But they exist, 
in bulk, sucking movie deals away from fresher 
subject matter. 

The greatest damage a zombie can inflict upon 
movie-goers these days is to just showing up in 
movies at all. The industry is being overrun with 
terrible, terrible zombie nouveau, and I’d rather 
die than join it. 


Shouldn't your degree be? 


The University of Lethbridge - Edmonton Campus 
offers a bachelor of management degree program 
that is designed with you in mind. 


¢ Small classes and a personal experience. 

¢ Complete majors in: accounting, human resources, marketing 
and general management. 

¢ Participate in international exchanges, a six-week work-study 
program in Malaysia or India, or co-operative education. 

¢ Work while you earn your degree: classes offered in the evenings 


Paul, this is a no-brainer. Zombies are filled with blood and rage! 


JONN 
KMECH 


counterpoint 


h, Paul. Your pretentious art-house view 
of cinema only applies to the three per 
cent of the population that enjoys watch- 
ing absurd silent films produced in France, which 
are only appreciated if high on Quaaludes. The fact 
is, the rest of the movie-going public thinks zom- 
bies are totally, 100 per cent awesome and should 
be added to as much cinema as possible. 
You bring up the Industrial Revolution, which 
I know almost nothing about. Why? It was so 
boring! But just think: how many more kids 
would take an interest in Eli Whitney’s cotton 
gin or a cripplingly bleak industrial wasteland if 
we just added zombies? More educational films 
should take advantage of their coolness factor and 
ravenous bloodlust. Third graders would clamour 
for history documentaries if they were watching 
Jethro Tull pilot his kick-ass seed drill through 
a swarm of subhumans, crushing them into 
organic fertilizer and pounding them deep into 
the earth. I’m also pretty sure they had orphans 
back in those days in the factories, too. Just turn 
them into zombies and you have the perfect setup 
for one of those creepy little-kid thrillers, where 
the sweatshop owners get some sweet, flesh- 
eating vengeance enacted upon them. Now those 
are movies I'd learn something from! 
With a subtle and nuanced use of the walk- 


ing undead, we could put that spark back into 
movies again. You mention shitty acting and 
cheap screams in B-horror movies, but these are 
things we're all accustomed to seeing in your typi- 
cal romantic comedy—a niche market for women 


that perfectly emphasizes how zombies could 
push cinema further. That genre has been dry and 
mundane for far too long. 

Just add some maggot-riddled cannibals, and 
your boyfriends will be begging you to go check 
out the newest Jude Law flick, ladies! This innova- 
tion could revolutionize modern relationships; no 
longer will men have to sit in the theatre, teary- 
eyed and breathless, while their women focus 
on Hugh Grant’s foppish British charms, teary- 
eyed and breathless. Just have Renée Zellweger 
or Sandra Bullock drive an axe through his skull 
and males will get such an adrenaline rush that 
they'll willingly go to any future rom-com their 
girlfriends desire. Relationship bliss and box office 
gold, ahoy! 

Any time zombies are added to movies, they 
up the excitement factor, Paul. Zombies are the 
perfect movie villains. They're just like Nazis; no 
one cares if they get killed. So what if zombies are 
“slow, meandering wastes of our time.” That’s 
sounds like the majority of movies these days. 
Such low budget films have a distinct allure that 
could pull people back to the theaters. Vietnam 
had zombies, they just called them heroin addicts 
back then. You'd barely be altering history. Finally, 
wouldn't the ladies swoon over a dashing Clark 
Gable, sleeveless in a bloody plaid shirt and bran- 
dishing an outwardly extended double-barreled 
shotgun, as he uttered the climactic line, “Frankly, 
Scarlett, it’s time to die.” How’s that for zombie 
nouveau? 

The greatest damage we could do to cinema 
now is allow people who want puerile avante- 
garde films that feature things like “post-impres- 
sionism” or “cinematography” to run Hollywood. 
There are plenty of old zoetropes remaining to 
amuse you. For the rest of us, the trend of zombies 
on the silver screen can’t be stopped without seri- 
ous firepower. But that’s totally rad with us and 
we'd rather devour your viscera than join you 


highfalutin’ bastards. 


En préparation pour les prochaines élections scolaires qui auront lieu le 15 octobre 2007 a léchelle 
provinciale, le Conseil scolaire Centre-Nord procéde au recensement de son électorat du 1 au 30 Ng 


avril 2007 dans le but de déterminer la répartition des conseillers scolaires publics et catholiques. 
Conformément 4 la Loi scolaire albertaine (School Act), le nombre de conseillers publics et 


seil scolaire 


tre-Nord 


catholiques est déterminé proportionnellement au nombre délecteurs publics et au nombre 


délecteurs catholiques établis lors d'un recensement. 


Retournez ce formulaire au plus tard 4 16 h le 30 avril 2007 a: 


Denis Collette, directeur du scrutin 
301, 8627-91 Street Edmonton (AB) T6C 3N1 


Recensement des électeurs 
School Act (article 256) 


ATTESTATION DU DROIT DE VOTE DE LELECTEUR OU DE LELECTRICE 


Je, soussigné(e), 


(prénom et nom en lettres moulées) 


résidant au 


(adresse complete, incluant la ville et le code postal — pas de case postale) 


Conformément a Iarticle 256 du School Act, aux articles 52, 53, 59 et 78 du Local Authorities Election Act et 4 la politique 
B-2021 du Conseil scolaire Centre-Nord, fais la déclaration suivante : 


+ Jai 18 ans ou plus 
+ Je détiens la citoyenneté canadienne 
+ Je suis résident(e) de !Alberta depuis au moins six mois 


Cochez les cases qui s'appliquent 4 vous : 


L] A. Jai un ou des enfant(s) inscrit(s) (de la maternelle 4 la 12e année) dans une ou des école(s) gérée(s) par le Conseil 


scolaire Centre-Nord. Inscrire le nom de/des école(s) : 


L] B. Jai été inscrit(e) et jai obtenu un dipléme ou un certificat de 12e année émis par une école gérée par une Autorité 


régionale (francophone) en Alberta. 


a C. Je suis le parent biologique ou adoptif d'une personne identifiée dans le paragraphe B, cest-4-dire que mon enfant 
a été inscrit et a obtenu un dipléme ou un certificat de 12e année émis par une école gérée par une Autorité régionale 


(francophone) en Alberta. 


Jaile droit de voter pour : [cocher une seule case )) 


L] Un membre public de [Autorité régionale 


ou 


L] Un membre séparé (catholique) de Autorité régionale 


Signature de lélecteur / électrice 


and on weekends. 
¢ Transfer students are accepted. 


information, call: 
(780) 424-0425 


U of L Edmonton Campus | 1200 - 10707 100 Ave. | www.ulethbridge.ca 


Avis : Les renseignements personnels sont recueillis en vertu de la Local Authorities Election Act et de la School Act et 
seront utilisés pour déterminer la proportion des postes de conseillers publics et catholiques et autres fins de ces lois. Les 
renseignements seront traités conformément aux dispositions de la Loi sur I'accés A l'information et la protection de la vie 
privée. 


Note: An English version of this declaration form is available by calling Nathalie at (780) 468-6440 or 1-800-248-6886. 
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Toy Singers play with 


Toy Singers 

With The Corduroys and Colleen 
Brown 

Thursday, 5 April at 8pm 

The Powerplant 


CARLA KAVINTA 


Sinplicity is the Toy Singers’ game of 
choice. The Edmonton-based band 
takes a refreshing departure from the 
usual hard rock bands emerging from 
Canada’s West Coast, placing them- 
selves in a genre lead vocalist/guitarist 
Aaron Parker calls melodic folk-pop. 
And just as the quintet tries to avoid 
anything that sounds too complex, 
their choice of moniker was also a 


straighforward task. 

“T wanted a name that didn’t have 
a meaning at all so | wouldn't get sick 
of whatever the meaning was,” Parker 
says. “The name [Toy Singers] isn’t 
very aggressive, but it has kind of a 
child-like quality to it. I don’t really 
know how I came up with it, but that’s 
what | thought it should be.” 

The band, formed by a group of 
mutual friends, preserves the authen- 
ticity of folk music while creating a 
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mainstream pop sound that speaks to 
a wide range of listeners—from twen- 
tysomething students to 40-something 
soccer moms. Parker credits their sound 
to a positive, cheerful and easy-going 
attitude towards songwriting. 

“Our songwriting approach defi- 
nitely has evolved, but [I think we've 
come to the] realization long ago that 
the melody is the most important 
part,” Parker explains. “Our songs had 
to be kind of hum-able, catchy and 
would have a fun element outside the 
words. And usually we try to write 
about stuff that is realistic in our lives; 
nothing particularly melodramatic, 
deep, emo or anything like that. We 
just stay true to our personalities.” 

However, maintaining such artis- 
tic prowess can be difficult, as real 
life often gets in the way of achieving 
some of the band’s goals. Parker him- 
self works for a publishing company, 
a fellow vocalist in the group recently 
gave birth, and having a teacher in the 
band also serves as a constant factor in 
determining the group’s touring and 
rehearsing schedules. 

“Our immediate goal would be 
to play once a month, you know. Or 
one-and-a-half times a month. Just to 


° li ° | 
play and to get our name out there,” 
Parker admits. He stresses the impor- 
tance of a live performance and is 
eager to tour even just the western 
provinces. 

“[The live performance] just vali- 
dates everything because you can 
start to feel like you've disappeared 
if you just record, practice a few lines 
and nobody hears it,” Parker con- 
tinues. “You're not connecting with 
people. I’d just like a local tour playing 
Calgary, Saskatoon ... just to get out of 
here would be a lot of fun, I think.” 

Although touring across Canada and 
performing in larger venues are press- 
ing aspirations for many indepen- 
dent Canadian bands, Parker remains 
grounded to his E-town roots and is 
confident that their uniqueness, hon- 
esty and ability to cater to a variety 
of listeners will help them garner a 
wider fan base. 

“T like being the Toy Singers in 
Edmonton and | think in a lot of 
ways it’s going to be to our advan- 
tage because there aren't a lot of Toy- 
Singers-like bands,” Parker says. “In 
bigger cities, there’s a lot of pressure 
to fit into a certain scene. And we defi- 
nitely don’t do that.” 


JOSH NAULT 
THE HILLS ARE ALIVE Hills Like White Elephants crammed onstage Saturday night—violins and trombones and all. 


www .scarboromissions.ca 
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The Gateway wants YOU to volunteer! 


Except not now. No, seriously, we're pretty much done for the year, so 
don’t come up to 3-04 SUB. 


However, we'll be publishing six papers during the summer, so if 
you're bored or something crazy like that, come on out and pick up 
an assignment. 


GATEWAY A&E 


Ain't nothin’ but a summer tan since 1910 


Will you take a 
Traditional or 
Extraordinary next 
Step in your Life? 


a ad : 


God’s reign in creative and worthwhile 


You could take the traditional post graduate 


route: get a job, settle down: OR you could ways. 


bring your professional level skills and Let your faith, energy and knowl- 


abilities to work with us for 3 years among edge help to raise the dignity of all to 
the peoples and communities of the world — know and cherish that they too are mem- 
where we serve as a society of Catholic bers of God's family in our challenging 
priests and lay missioners. world. 


We ate looking for Catholic people For shorter term, volunteer oppor- 


of faith, at least 23 years old, who are tunities visit our website, and click on 


eager to dedicate themselves to serving | www.theinterchange.ca 


Consider joining us 
and experience an 
extraordinary tomorrow! 


E-mail or call us now 
for your free information 


package! 
SERVING IN FAITH 
GUIDED BY THE SPIRIT 


1-800-260-4815 
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Alberta tops Gateway CIS rankings again 


ANDREW RENFREE 
PAUL OWEN 


While students have to slave away until 
the end of April studying for exams, CIS 
sports has already packed it in, wrap- 
ping up the 2006/07 athletic season 
last week. The last seven months have 
seen heated competition in the rinks, 
gyms, fields, pools, mats and tracks in 
universities across Canada, but now 
that all the dust has settled, the chips 
are poised to be counted. After hours 
of moving the coloured beads on the 
abacus, the sportos at the Gateway have 
calculated the top-ten Athletics pro- 
grams in the land in our second annual 
breakdown of which schools have the 
right to claim to be the best in CIS. See 
page 15 for scores and how we calcu- 
lated them. 


10. University of Manitoba 


Ranked 17th last year 
UNIVERSITY OT MANITOBA A couple of things 
stand out from 


the Bisons’ year as 
being noteworthy. 
First, their foot- 
ball team had a 
great year, going 8-0 in the regular 
season and dominating the Canada 
West conference—only to lose to the 
pesky Saskatchewan Huskies in the 
Hardy Cup. Despite the early exit to 
the season, Manitoba’s football team 


was still one of the better clubs in 
Canada, and they showed improve- 
ment over the previous year. The 


other interesting story for the Bisons 
this year was that they gave the Pandas 
hockey team their first loss of the 
regular season on 3 November. It was 
a friendly reminder to Alberta that 
the days of undefeated seasons were 
behind them. Another bright spot on 
the year was when Manitoba women’s 
volleyball head coach Ken Bentley 
won coach of the year after leading his 
team to the National finals for the first 
time since 2001/02. Freshman outside 
hitter Ashley Voth was also named 
Rookie of the Year. Unfortunately for 
Manitoba, Bentley’s highly ranked vol- 
leyball sqaud lost in the first-round at 
Nationals, preventing them from scor- 
ing more points. 


9. University of Saskatchewan 
Ranked third last year 


The Huskies foot- 
ball 
developed a proud 
tradition over the 


team has 


last few years of 
having a_ great 
season, getting 
to the Vanier Cup and blowing the 
final to settle for second place in CIS 
football. This year was no different as 
they lost to Laval in the gold medal 
game, but nonetheless the Huskies 
still had one of the better football 
programs in Canada. That’s only 
part of the reason they’re in the top 
ten. The Huskies men’s hockey team 
was finally able to beat Alberta in the 
Canada West final for the first time in 
six years, which meant that the Dogs 


advanced to the National finals, and 
Alberta had to pack up their equip- 
ment early. The best-of-three Canada 
West final between the bitter rivals 
was some of the best hockey Clare 
Drake Arena has seen in a while, 
which maybe drained Saskatchewan 
a bit because they didn’t fare as well 
as expected at the CIS championships. 
Track and field and wrestling are also 
Saskatchewan strong points, but they 
take a back burner to the hockey and 
football programs, which have estab- 
lished themselves as some of the pre- 
mier in the country. 


8. University of Western Ontario 
Ranked tenth last year 


I's not really 
clear what the 
Western Ontario 
Mustangs 
to run from, but 
they seem to be in a hurry. Western 
has dominant cross-country running 
and track teams that seem to peren- 
nially propel them into the upper 
echelon of Canadian varsity athlet- 
ics. Western also produces strong 
rugby, wrestling and soccer squads 
each year, which help them offset 
some of the larger team sports that 
they don’t dominate, like volleyball 
and hockey. Despite their strong per- 
formances in cross-country and on 
the track, the Mustangs had only one 
award winner: Jessica Fitzgerald won 
the student-athlete and community 
award in women’s wrestling. They 
also won only two medals: silver in 


have 


men’s track and field and bronze in 
women’s wrestling. 


7. Dalhousie University 
Ranked eleventh last year 


The Tigers won 
two bronze 
medals in men’s 
swimming 
women’s 
country, 
placed fourth in women’s basketball 
thanks to a first-round upset of the 
top-seeded UBC Thunderbirds. They 
also made Nationals in men’s volley- 
ball, where they lost to Alberta in the 
first round, and placed eighth in men’s 
track and field. Individually, the Tigers 
brought home four awards: David 
Fry was named men’s swimming 
Coach of the Year, Jeff Weiler was 
Libero of the Year in men’s volleyball, 
Ueli Alberta won the student-athlete 
award in men’s track and field and 
Ryan Haughn won the same in men’s 
soccer. Overall, it was an impressive 
season for the Tigers as they demol- 
ished their AUS competition, finishing 
13 spots ahead of their closest confer- 
ence rivals: SFX. 


and 
cross- 
and 


6. University of Ottawa 
Ranked 25th last year 


Ottawa’s score 
stems from vast 
improvement 
in both football 


and men’s bas- 
ketball—the two teams placed third 


in their sports. A bronze medal for 
the Gee-Gee women in soccer also 
helps make the U of O the highest- 
scoring school in the nation’s capi- 
tal. They also competed at Nationals 
in women’s volleyball and women’s 
hockey, hosting the latter event. The 
Gee-Gee’s football team also scored 
for Ottawa in the individual catego- 
ries, as head coach Denis Piché was 
named CIS Coach of the Year, and 
Naim El-Far won the Russ Jackson 
award for excelling both academi- 
cally and athletically. El-Far’s award 
is especially fitting as Jackson was a 
long-time standout for the Ottawa 
Rough Riders. 


5. University of Toronto 
Ranked fourth last year 


Toronto finished in 
the top ten in only 
four sports—cross- 
country, swimming, 


field hockey and 


= 
ai track and field—but 
did very well in 


those sports to get a high standing. 
The Blues took three National medals 
and finished a close fourth in women’s 


UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 


swimming. Bolstering the Blues score 
is standout distance runner Megan 
Brown, who won gold in cross-coun- 
try and was named CIS Track Athlete 
of the Year. Mike Bialy was named the 
Male Soccer Player of the Year as well. 
Toronto had the third-highest score 
in the individual awards, but finished 
tenth in team performance, resulting 
in a drop off from last season. 
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4, University of British Columbia 
Ranked second last year 


With all this talk 
of UBC’s bid to 
join the NCAA, 
they aren’t quite 
the cream of 
the CIS crop. 
Their athletic 
seasons fell a little short this year, and 


THUNDERBIRDS 


the "Birds garnered less awards than 
the other top universities. Perhaps 
the consolation of falling off the 
podium in this year’s rankings is 
that most of their athletics facilities 
are getting facelifts in preparation 
for the 2010 Olympics. Being on the 
ocean, it’s fitting that swimming is 
UBC’s marquee event, and both their 
men’s and women’s squads earned 
gold at Nationals. But UBC’s prowess 
doesn’t stop at the shallow end of the 
lap pool. The female Thunderbirds 
also won gold in soccer and field 
hockey—which have been strong 
suits of the program for several years. 
The basketball and volleyball pro- 
grams are solid enough to make a 
national impact, which means UBC 
is one of the better all-round schools 
in CIS, and their four titles are more 
than any other schools. 


3. Université Laval 
Ranked sixth last year 


the 
only team from 
Québec to crack 
the top ten in 
CIS this season, 


Laval was 


but they made a run for the top spot 
by winning the Vanier Cup in football 
in the fall and following that up with 
strong performances in the pool and 
on the volleyball court. If only team 
results were considered, the Rouge et 
Or would have been ranked second in 
the country, but they only managed to 
get three awards despite having a strong 
season. Their silver in women’s volley- 
ball and bronze in women’s swimming 
bolstered their score significantly, as 
did Elise Duchesne, who won Libero 
of the Year in women’s volleyball. Laval 
also scored a pair of Rookie of the Year 
honours, as Genevieve Thibault took it 
in women’s track and field, and Jean- 
Francois Beaulieu-Maheux did so in 
men’s basketball. 


2. University of Calgary 
Ranked fifth last year 


Track and field, 
volleyball 
wrestling were 
strong sports 
that put the 
Dinos on pace 
for a strong athletic year, as were their 
efforts in the pool. What really bol- 
stered their ranking this year was a 
plethora of awards including two for 
football, three for swimming, two for 
track and two for wrestling. Jessica 
Zelinka was named Female Field 
Athlete of the Year, while quaterback 
Dalin Tollestrup was Rookie of the 
Year in football. With Calgary having 
such a strong year in 2006/07, the 
battle of Alberta for varsity athletics 
supremacy looks to heat up even more 


and 


next year. A pair of silvers in swim- 
ming, a bronze in women’s volleyball 
and golds in women’s wrestling and 
track gave the Dinos five National 
medals on the year—a number that 
tied them with Alberta. 


1. University of Alberta 


Ranked first last year 


For the second year in a row, the ol’ 
Green and Gold came out as the best 
university athletics program in Canada. 
Be sure to put that on your Curriculum 
Vitae when you leave these hallowed 
halls. Both the Bears and Pandas were 
represented in the national finals by 
13 of their 19 CIS teams. Football and 
rugby were the only real disappoint- 
ments in an excellent year marked by 
five national championship appear- 
ances, three of which won gold medals. 
Alberta also brought in a ton of hard- 
ware in the form of individual awards 
for coaches and players. Scott Edwards, 
Carla Somerville, Len Vickery, Liz 
Jepsen and Terry Danyluk were all rec- 
ognized as Coach of the Year in their 
respective sports. Pandas hockey and 
volleyball standouts Lindsay McAlpine 
and Tiffany Dodds both received 
Player of the Year nods, and Taryn 
Barry (Pandas Hockey) and Jarret Wall 
(Wrestling) were both recognized for 
their community involvement. 


Rank School Performance |5 pt Awards |3 pt Awards |Award Points| Total 
1|Alberta 95 7 2 Al 136 
2|Calgary 66 8 0) AO 106 
3 Laval 69 3 0) 15 84 
A)UBC 62.5 1 O 5 67.5 
5 Toronto A] 4 2 26 67 
6/Ottawa 47 1 2 11 58 
7 Dalhousie 41.5 2 2 16 57/15 
8|Western Ont 53 6) 1 3 56 
9 Saskatchewan 445 2 0) 10 Syl 5 

10|Manitoba 32 3 O 15 47 


FILE PHOTO: JASON CHIU, THE FULCRUM (CUP) 


GOLD MAKES EVERYONE HAPPY The Pandas’ CIS title was a big part of a big 
year for the Alberta athletics department that saw them top our CIS rankings. 


Method to the madness 


the — skinny: 
were first assigned points based on 
how well their varsity teams fared 
at national championships—ten 
points for a win, one less for each 
subsequent position up to tenth. In 
some cases, only six or eight teams 
were considered because that’s how 
many competed at Nationals. There 
was also a 1.5 times multiplier given 
to the seven televised finals: men’s 


Here’s universities 


football, men’s and women’s basket- 


ball, men’s and women’s hockey and 
men’s and women’s volleyball. After 
points were assigned, awards that 
schools won this year were also con- 
sidered. Performance-based awards 
(player, coach, rookie, position) were 
given five points while community, 
sportsmanship and academic were 
given three. All results are based on 
National results; conference records 
didn’t come into play. So that’s about 
it: performance plus awards equals 
CIS dominance. 


For complete statistics, including per-sport breakdowns and rankings of all CIS schools, check out the online edition at www.thegatewayonline.ca/sports 


pilliards, games music 


cu €) 


Open all Summer 
for all your “study breaks” 


10 billiard tables * pinball ¢ foosball * video games 


Summer Hours Monday to Friday10:00AM — 5PM 
Lower level of SUB, 0-26 | games@su.ualberta.ca 


For more information on booking private functions 


Call Susan @ 492-9113 


Experience 


DISTINCTIVE PROGRAMS 


«Friendly, cultural learning environment 


* Qualified instructional team 
* Fall, Winter and Spring terms 
* Families and seniors welcome 


SPRING TERM 
2007 


CLASSES: 


ONE DAY WEEKLY FOR 10 WEEKS 


Wednesday Evenings 
Adults only 
7 pm to 9:30 pm 
Registration: April 4, 7:30-99m 
Classes start: April 11, 7-9:30om 


Ritchie Junior High School 
9750 — 74 Avenue 


Ample parking and bus routes 


We are a registered (#50257836), non-profit society and 


HISPANIC CLUB 


* Free membership with registration 

* Adults: 9 integrated levels (fallAvint/spring}« Social activities, dinners, dance workshops 
* Children/Youth: 4 levels by age (fallAvint) » Annual Spring Latin Fiesta 

* Café tertulia (weekly), films (monthly) 

* Multimedia/periodical exchange service 
* Volunteer Opportunities 


heritage school recognized by Alberta Learning since 1981. 


SPANISH 


Edmonton Hispanic Bilingual Association 
Asociacién Bilingiie Hispanica de Edmonton 


20TH 
ANNIVERSARY! 


SPACE LIMITED TO 
16 CLASSROOMS 


REGISTRATION 
Wednesday 
April 4, 7:30 -9:00 pm 
At later dates ask for your name 
to be added to the waiting list for 
possible openings. 


MORE INFO: 


call 
472-0532 
or visit 
www.ehba.org 
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Athletes staying in class for Masters in coaching 


NICK FROST 
Sports Staff 


For most CIS athletes, contribution to 
their team ends when their eligibility 
does. But, with the U of A’s Masters 
of Coaching program, some former 
Bears and Pandas are finding a way 
back to their former teams by hold- 
ing clipboards on the sidelines. 

Of the four students currently 
enroled in the program, three are 
former Golden Bear or Panda ath- 
letes—despite it being available to 
anyone who has an undergraduate 
degree and a level-three coaching 
certification through the national 
coaching body. Current Golden Bears 
football running backs coach Jason 
Lafferty and current Bears volley- 
ball assistant coach Aaron Schulha 
are both helping with their former 
teams, while former Pandas vol- 
leyball player Jennifer Telfer is also 
taking her graduate degree. 

“[The Masters in Coaching pro- 
gram] is a big reason why I came 
back from playing volleyball overseas 
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Roy Halladay is an imposing figure. 


He stands 66" on a raised mound and 
fires balls at people at almost 100 miles- 
per-hour. Luckily, despite our sports 
editor's love of the game, the Gateway 
doesn't spend a lot of time covering 
Major League Baseball. Instead, we 
try to focus on the Bears and Pandas, 
covering the games that happen on 
campus. If this sounds like fun to you, 
fire off an e-mail to sports@gateway. 
ualberta.ca 


We're done newspapering for this 
year, but we are making papers in the 
summer, and we're always looking for 
new volunteers. Plus, if you volunteer 
for us, you can play on our intramural 
slo-pitch team this summer. It's almost 
like baseball, except anyone can do it. 


GATEWAY SPORTS 


Appealing to the baseball gods with 
cigars and rum since 1910 


last year,” said Schulha, who spent 
the past year competing in Europe. 
“You get a different view from 
some of the other people who have 
coached in the past. As well, there 
are people from all different sports, 
so the thinking is a little bit differ- 
ent in that it kind of broadens your 
view on a few things—things you 
wouldn’t think about in your own 
sport. It’s nice to have those different 
views to help you think outside the 
box a little bit and apply that to your 
own sport.” 

The degree is offered at only a 
handful of universities across the 
country, and provides students with 
not only a Masters, but also a corre- 
sponding level of coaching, according 
to Mike Mahon, Dean of the Faculty 
of Physical Education and Recreation. 

“When our coaches graduate, they 
graduate with certification from 
the National Coaching Certification 
program, as well as with a Masters 
degree because of our relationship 
and understanding signed with the 
Coaching Association of Canada,” 


now 


ge 


Mahon said. “Ours is the first pro- 
gram to be able to accomplish that in 
the country, so it’s a real attraction for 
students because, in the end, it means 
that they come out with a couple of 
pretty significant accomplishments.” 

One distinguishing factor of the 
Alberta program is that the coaches 
that guide their teams from the bench 
at a Bears or Pandas game also advise 
students of this program inside the 
classroom. 

“Other universities don’t have their 
coaches as part of their academic pro- 
gram; they have them as, basically, 
fundraisers, coaches [and] recruit- 
ers,” explained Ian Reade, the coach- 
ing concentration coordinator with 
the Faculty of Physical Education. 
“Our coaches teach, and it makes a 
huge difference even in terms of the 
respect that they have for the stu- 
dent-side of the athlete. They’re not 
teaching their athletes, they’re teach- 
ing general, run-of-the-mill people 
in the student body, so they get a 
sense of what the pressures are on a 
student. It’s a very important piece of 
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why this all works—if the coaches 
weren't academic staff, this program 
wouldn’t exist. It’s as simple as that.” 

However, the program—now in 
its fourth year of existence—has 
encountered some bumps along the 
way. One concern faced by its direc- 
tors is the number of students enroll- 
ing each year; on average, only four 
students enroll for their Masters in 
coaching annually, with coaching 
seminars being offered every two 
years, bringing the student total 
to eight. Because of the demand 
for high-level coaches in Canada, 
Reade—one of the people spearhead- 
ing the degree—said that he would, 
ideally, like to see coaching seminars 
being offered every year, and to more 
students. 


“We're struggling to try and figure 
out what the real number should be—if 
you get too big, the quality of the expe- 
rience for the students in the seminars 
just isn’t there,” Reade explained. “I 
don’t think you can have a good semi- 
nar beyond eight or ten students, so it’s 
hard to say where it’s going to go.” 
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ECARD 


the SPC Card" gets you exclusive discounts at hundreds of Canadian retailers. 


student tax 
preparation 


@25,. 


ROGK wm BLOCK 


come in today or call 


1-800-HRBLOCK 
hrblock.ca 


H&R BLOCK* 


carded 


is a good thing 


ER FOR-A CHANCE T@ WIN‘ trip for two 
ECRET DESTINATION to see 


LIVE IN CONCERT 


rockwithblock.ca 


ha national team 
head coach, or the equivalent of. 


‘Individual results vary. " Offers valid from 08/01/06 until 07/31/07. Valid at participating locations in Canada only. For Cardholder only. Offers may vary, restrictions may apply. Usage may be restricted when used in 
conjunction with any other offer or retailer loyalty card discounts. Cannot be used towards the purchase of gift cards or certificates. *To qualify, student must present either (i) aT2202a documenting 4 or more months of full-time 
attendance at a college or university during 2006 or (ii) a valid high school identification card. Expires July 31, 2007. Valid only at participating H&R Block locations in Canada. **NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. 
Purchase of H&R Block products or services will not increase chances of winning. Begins 2/1/07 and ends 5/15/07. Open to legal residents of Canada (excluding Quebec residents) who are 13 or older and were full-time students 
for four or more months during 2006 at a high school, college or university. There will be 1 random draw to award the prize. Skill testing question required for award of prize. See www.rockwithblock.ca for Official Rules and how 


to play without purchase. Odds of winning vary based on participation. Void in Quebec and where prohibited. 
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STOP IN THE NAME OF THE LAW Campus Security (dark) beat the Listerites 4-3 while raising $855 for charity. 


U of A athletic year leaves plenty 
of opportunities to play what-if 


PAUL 
OWEN 


season, the Bears and Pandas teams 

lost a combined 37 times in regula- 
tion. That’s ridiculously good. Alberta’s 
.765 winning percentage is better than 
every team in the MLB, NFL, NBA and 
NHL—except the Dallas Mavericks 
and the Baltimore Ravens. And we're 
not talking about a single sport here: 
Alberta competes in men’s and wom- 
en’s volleyball, basketball, hockey and 


soccer, as well as men’s football and 


[: 185 conference games this 


women’s field hockey and rugby. Those 
eleven sports combined for only one 
losing season (field hockey’s 3-5-3 
mark) and one .500 year (Bears football 
going 4—4). Alberta had two CIS MVPs 
and five CIS Coach of the Year awards. 
They boast 20 all-Canadians and sent 
six of those eleven teams to Nationals. 
Yet, despite an athletic year that'll go 


down as one of the most impressive in 
school history, the Golden Bears and 
Pandas could’ve had so much more. 

The most glaring omission in the 
list of accolades the Alberta teams 
racked up this year comes courtesy of 
the Golden Bears hockey team. Easily 
the most shocking of the five teams 
that didn’t make Nationals, the Golden 
Bears blew two chances to book their 
ticket to Moncton on two straight 
nights—giving up goals in the waning 
moments of the third period in both 
contests. The Bears were one of the 
favourites for the National crown 
despite having a ridiculous turnover, 
and those involved in the program 
thought they had a good shot of taking 
it for the third-straight year. 

Also missing Nationals after a dom- 
inating stretch was the Pandas rugby 
team, who had medalled for seven- 
straight years before this season. Still, 
when Lethbridge upset the Pandas to 
take the Canada West crown, thus 
keeping Alberta out of Nationals and 
snapping their winning streak, it was 
the first truly shocking moment of the 
Alberta sports season. 

Let’s not forget about the Pandas 


basketball team and Bears volleyball 
squad. The former will be playing 
“what-if” all summer as they wonder 
what could’ve happened had they hit 
free-throws in the second half of their 
72-68 loss to SFU in the National 
Final. Similarly the volley Bears will 
be left wondering why they didn’t pass 
the ball better in their five-set loss to 
Winnipeg in the gold medal match. 

Tt was a terrific season for Alberta 
athletics all around, and a couple of 
bad days in key games doesn’t change 
the fact that this was one of the most 
dominating seasons from a school ever. 
It came to the point this year when an 
Alberta loss in any sport came asa sur- 
prise, and that’s something special. But 
while the Bears and Pandas gave their 
fans plenty of reasons to celebrate, it 
would be wrong to forget that they 
were within 12 points of winning 
two more National titles and that two 
pre-season favourites didn’t get to see 
the big dance at all. It’s really a shame; 
I was hoping to surpass Colin Gallant’s 
2001/02 record for titles won during 
a Gateway sports editor’s tenure. And 
I would’ve liked to put sports on the 
front page a few more times. 


Athlete DUI arrests must be a bigger deal 


TREVOR 
PHILLIPS 


n interesting trend has devel- 
oped over the course of 
spring training in southern 


Florida. On two separate occasions last 
month—only six days apart—an MLB 
player and a manager were pulled 
over and arrested for drunk driving. 
It wasn’t two Joe Blow minor leagu- 
ers on their first trip south either; it 
was full-fledged major leaguers who 
tipped a few back and got behind the 
wheel. 

Typically, I would tend to disagree 
with the argument that athletes don’t 
deserve to be treated differenly. I mean, 
were talking about people that have an 
ability that only a hundredth of a per 
cent of the entire world has. However, 
when boneheads like Blue Jays pitcher 
Gustavo Chacin and World Series man- 
ager Tony La Russa get charged with 
driving while intoxicated, they become 
part of a significantly larger section of 
the population—people who spent the 
night in prison. 


Early on 16 March, Chacin was 
pulled over by Tampa cops. The pitcher 
had a blood-alcohol level almost twice 
that of the legal limit, yet he was 
released on a $500 bond. Moreover, 
the Toronto organization declined 
to comment on the incident while 
the whole messy situation was swept 
underneath the rug. Chacin was even 
allowed to pitch in his next scheduled 
start. He got rocked for seven runs in a 
case of karma biting him in the ass. 

This kind of behaviour is bullshit, 
and the Blue Jays’ brass didn’t even 
have the sack to step up and repri- 
mand him. It’s bad when anybody 
drinks and drives, but when a profes- 
sional athlete does, and the manage- 
ment and media don’t blow the lid of 
the situation, that shows a huge flaw 
in the system. Take Todd Bertuzzi 
for example. After he broke Steve 
Moore’s neck, the press went apeshit 
over it. Everywhere you turned, you 
had to hear somebody’s opinion about 
whether or not Bertuzzi crossed the 
ine or should be suspended. The same 
thing happened after Kobe Bryant was 
accused of rape; the media was relent- 
ess in making sure that wherever 
Kobe went he was bombarded with 
questions and scrutiny. DUI is a much 
bigger problem in North America 
than violence in hockey, and is still 


too common ofan occurence for the 
media to shrug it off. 

But it gets worse. Just six days later, 
La Russa was arrested for a DUI after 
Palm Beach County Police found him 
passed out at the wheel of his SUV 
with his foot on the brake, at a green 
light. After La Russa failed the sobriety 
test, he was administered a breatha- 
lyzer where he blew a 0.093—that’s 
about 0.06 lower than Chacin’s rating, 
and La Russa couldn’t even stand up. 
At least the two-time World Series 
Champion had enough class to apolo- 
gize publicly after the incident. 

Regardless of the efforts to deal with 
this properly, La Russa and every- 
one else in pro sports have to realize 
that drinking and driving must stop. 
Portraying the image that it’s okay to 
drink and drive as long as you apolo- 
gize or play for a perennial third-place 
finisher doesn’t support the fact it’s 
fucking stupid. 

People and the media have to 
stop ignoring that drunk driving is 
a problem, and when it happens it 
deserves no less attention than any 
other criminal offence. MLB and the 
national media should be ashamed of 
themselves, and Chacin and La Russa 
should be thankful that these cops 
stopped them before they could do 
any real damage. 
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Preparation Seminars 


Complete 30-Hour Seminars 


Overseas 


Intensive 60-Hour Program 
Classroom Management Techniques Proven Test-Taking Strategies 


Detailed Lesson Planning Personalized Professional Instruction 
Comprehensive Teaching Materials Comprehensive Study Materials 
Internationally Recognized Certificate Simulated Practice Exams 
Teacher Placement Service Free Repeat Policy 
Money Back Guarantee Included 


Thousands of Satisfied Students 
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www.oxfordseminars.com 


Personal Tutoring Available 
Thousands of Satisfied Students 


Oxford Seminars 


780-428-8700! 1-800:779-1779 
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This is next year’s Editor-in-Chief, Adam Gaumont 


Adam enjoys long walks on the beach, snuggling up next to our Design & Production 
Editor in bed and making punctuation corrections on Molson ads in bars. Adam also 
enjoys making stupid bets. Like the one he made with sports editor Paul Owen earlier 
this year that the Oilers would make the playoffs. They didn't. 


“But they're still a good team,” he might say. 
No Adam, no they aren't. You were wrong, and it’s time to face the music. 


.. now don't break the newspaper. 


THE GATEWAY 


Collecting on our bets since 1910 


18 CLASSIFIEDS 


CLASSIFIEDS 


To place a classified ad, please goto 
www.campusclassifieds.ca 


FOR RENT 


Looking for a place to live? Check out the 
SU's Housing Registry! Hundreds of suites 
and rooms for rent. www.rentingspaces.ca 


FOR SALE 
1995 Ford Explorer. Well maintained, excellent 
mechanical condition, good value. $3800. 
437-6433 


SERVICES 


Sick of Slo-pitch! The Edmonton Co-ed Softball 
Assoc. is looking for players/teams. — Incl 
two tiers, fast-pitch and orthodox, personal 
stats and player of the week packages. For 
more info contact Clay 235-2529 or www. 
ecsaleague.ca 


Get Lean,Learn and Earn. Ask me how 
? Loose Weight,Gain  Energy,Increase 
concentration & Memory, Boost immune. 
contact manjeetnanda@yahoo.ca 780 406 
4056 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Free Seminar presented by Big Brothers Big 
Sisters Club. Topic: Enhancing literacy in 
children. Don’t miss your chance to hear Julia 
Ellis, Faculty of Education, and Kim Collister, 
Big Brothers Big Sisters. Everyone welcome. 5 
pm Tues 3 Apr. Rm 269 CAB. Call Monica at 
424-8181 x249 for info. 


EMPLOYMENT - FULL TIME 


Painters needed! Need some decent cash? 
Looking for a full time summer job? Do 
you have painting experience? If so apply 
with us! University First Class Painters! 
Experience Preferred, but none needed! Call 
or e-mail me about any inquiries, e-mail: 
Dwhite@ufcp.ca 


Legal Secretary - Busy law office looking for 
full time summer student for legal secretary 
position. Option to work part time during next 
school year. Ideal canditate will be in pre-law 
program looking for law firm experience. E- 
mail resumé to j.kowalchuk@penmurlaw. 
com. 


Summer Work in St.Albert. Looking for hard- 
working students. Work outside, with friends, 
and make a good wage. Contact: Drew 919- 
9345 kingkungpow@hotmail.com 


Energetic, team oriented person required for 
OSC Director. Call Karen at 437-5895, 


Want to work outside with great people this 
summer? Greentech Landscape is looking 
for men and women landscapers and lawn 
maitenance crew. Call Trevor @ 435-3309 or 
gcland@telus.net 


EMPLOYMENT - PART TIME 


Golden West Golf Course is now accepting 
applications for all Pro shop, Restaurant 
and Grounds positions. Golf privileges with 
employment. Apply at 16410 137 Ave or 
jobs@goldenwestgolf.com 


lam looking for a partner who will increase the 
business for my online store deservedgifts. 
com. No investment required. Earn 50 per 
cent on profits. rollinregan@hotmail.com or 
call 429-4056 


After school care required for children aged 
12 and 10. Requires responsible person to pick 
children up from Belgravia School at 11605 
74 Avenue and walk short distance to home. 
Care required from 7:35pm to 9pm excep 
Thurs. from 2:20pm to 5pm. If availabile only 
on certain days, will consider. Call Kathy 439- 
3182. 


P/T Personal Care Aide needed for Female, 
Southgate area, $12/hr, 10-15 hrs/week. Call 
Lisa (RAPS) 425-5450 


EMPLOYMENT - TEMPORARY 


Excellen summer employment — wit 
Landscaping Co. Bobcat Operators/ 
Labourers for 07 season. Experience an asset 
but will train. Start $13-22/hour. 780-903- 
6066 


Summer Project Coordinator for a place- 
based learning program for Indigenous youth 
(social/ecological focus): $16-$17.50/hr, 
14 May - 31 Aug, experience leading youth, 
knowledge of Aboriginal cultural protocols, 
Class 5, reliable transportation, related post- 
secondary, Closing Date: 20April. Details, e- 
mail tracyf@nait.ca 


Want to make ALOT of extra money? Male 
models needed for independent adult film. 
Experience preferred but not needed. $450/ 
our. Contact Jeffy at 265-4707 for audition 
or to drop off resumé. 


eed summer work?Commercial/residential 
roofing helpers needed. Starting wage $15/ 
r, Call 780-674-0880. 


PERSONALS 


t's Party Time! The Edmonton Party Line is a 
safe and easy way to meet new and interesting 
people. Ladies are free! Guys from 5 cents per 
minute. Ads, jokes, stories and more! Try it 
now! Dial: 44-Party 


Tired of chatting online? Try speed dating with 
Eight Minute Date on 4 April at Dante's Bistro. 
Age groups:18-27, 28-42, and 43-54. Register 
at 457-8535 or www.eightminutedate.ca 


PARKING 


2 blocks east of Earls on campus condo heated 
u/g stall yours 24/7 $69 mo. Cell 278-0971 


The OntarionWord #5 

compiled by By Krystian Imgrum of The 
Ontarion (CUP. University of Guelph) 
The Crossword runs semi-regularly with 
the answer available in the next issue 


Across 

1. Lyrical composition 
4. Insufferable one 
8. Creep 

12. Best 5 
14. Helper 

15. Murder onthe ____ 
16. Television predecessor 
17. Farm feed 

18. Swindler’s scheme 

19. Animal pouch 

20. Pole structure 

22. Critiques 

24. Amass 

26. Disable 

28. Took the reins 


1 
_ 


Ea Es — 
wo 


a 
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29. Warn 

31. Incite 

33. Tattles 

37. Charged particle 
39, Author Chomsky 
4]. Marsh bird 

A2. Misleading 

46. Highland cap 
A8. New (pr.) 

49, 90's game 

50. Land parcel 

51. Criticize (in speech) 
53. Oodles (2 wds.) 
55. Cabbage kin 

57. Take to court 
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ROSSWORD 


58. Proboscises 

60. Tramp 

62. Bee band 

66. Actress Ryan 

68. Common songbird 
70. Peter Pan pirate 


71. Drives 3. Project 

75. Showy flower 4. Fortified locations 
77. Cereal grass 5. Grease 

78. Uncool 6. Pepé Le Pew’s pitfall 
79. Was in hoc 7. Stave off 

81. Vandyke, for ex. 8. Reporter's informant 
83. State 9. French city 

84. Meteorologist’s device 10. Talon 

85. Epics TI. Adjusts clothes 

86. Desires 12. Follow 


87. Soufflé needs 
88. Humorist Brooks 


13. Ozymandias, for ex. 
19. Mineral spring 


21. Henpeck 
Down 23. Dog's doc 
1. Greek prophet 25. Red Viking? 
2. Failed bomb 27. Former Chinese ruler 


BAD GO Be 
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Solution to The OntarionWord #4 
from our 29 March, 2007 Issue 


30. Slave away 

32. Star Trek character 
34. Clark Kent's lady 
35. In place of 

36. Gin variety 

38. Secluded place 
AQ. Marvin's home 
A2. Full extent 

43. Water sport 

44. Narcissist features 
A5,. Salt Lake City state 
A7. Spiegelman comic 
51. Scottish isles 

52. 6 o'clock program 
54. Mitigates 

56. Blow or brow 


solution, tips and computer 
programs at www.sudoku.com 


59. Witness 

61. Above, to a bard 
63. Indifferent 

64. Picks up Tolstoy 
65. Encountered 

67. Jackson accessory 
69. Pen points 

71. Shaw output 

72. Unbridled speech 
73. Sign 

74. Lurch 

76. Sewer’s line 

80. School subj. 

82. Prepare wine 
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LOGIC PUZZLE by Scott C Bourgeois 


— 


SATE 

ase} (ID 
LoGic. PUZZLE 
© 2004 - 200F 


| ads Susie ond \ hone been 

planning ko move ia Loge Smee 
for WONTRS Tris isn} 
Surpcise. for you! W's net 
Wy favlt you've 
Qroctostinated. in 
Finding cew 

Foommates! 


You can’t leave now. With Lock... There's still me So 


Nesinguoy Jalking Wad je 
vn NANCOUVE 2. 1 can’ > offord 
this place myseit! 


\ cleaned \ast IL GOT THE 
week... ChOCERIES! 
N 


Sand someone else Yo Move 
WN wih you. kw VW be 
around fo visit. 


ZZ 


Wrz, 
A RARE FOSSIL. OF A FREX 
Viciousty ATTACKING A 
A KOPOL 
MUSEUM _OF NATURAL HISTOS 


SEXY GEEK by Vishaal Rajani & Ross Lockwood 
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RENT-A-THUG by Jeff Martin 


sweet Mother of Crep 
i+ buras... 


Rent-A-Thus is one of the Few 
Companies Foinctuse hooker- 
Fe\otes disesses inits Mead§ces| 
Cove ToQe. 


~ “Hold on a sec, 
uh, Kim... 


| ; 
Clever |\Vash appears ih 0 
STUp iA Coyvit 


“Alright, guys: 
we have Mr Kelly 
on the line. 

I got a call 
on the other Time to do this 
thing. ” 


Pepe unintentionally spoils his own 
Surprise party. 
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US should rise up 
against rankings 


Uof A President Indira Samarasekera encourages 
US schools to abstain from university rankings 


JOSH NAULT 


A DIFFERENT KIND OF NUT The Acorn brought their atmospheric folk-rock to the Velvet Underground Saturday night. 


Cases of syphilis on the rise in Alberta 


Once nearly eliminated, infection is makes a comeback in the Edmonton area 


CHLOE FEDIO 


Managing Editor 


Syphilis has been called “the great imi- 
tator” for the tendency to mistake it as a 
simple skin rash, but as instances of the 
infection have been rising in Alberta, 
with over 200 recorded cases in 2006, 
the need to be diligent about sexual 
health is increasingly important. 
Syphilis, a sexually transmitted 
or congenital infection, has been a 
source of concern in Canada since the 
1940s and is curable with antibiotics. 
Dr Barbara Romanowski, a clinical 
professor at the University of Alberta 
who specializes in infectious diseases, 
said that the increase is a Canada-wide 
trend. 
“The 
of syphilis in Alberta is not isolated. 
It is reflected in other provinces,” 


dramatic increase in cases 
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Romanowski said. “Sadly, syphilis is 
very much alive and well. It’s not a dis- 
ease of street people; it’s not a disease 
of old people—it’s an infection that can 
affect anyone who is sexually active.” 


“The dramatic increase 
in cases of syphilis in 
Alberta is not isolated. 
It is reflected in other 
provinces.” 
DR BARBARA ROMANOWSKI 


According to a recent report pub- 
lished by the Public Health Agency of 
Canada (PHAC), the rates of syphilis 
began declining in the early 1980s, 
and by 1997 Canada had met its goal 
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Monkey migration 


Aside from flinging feces, Frank Cho's 
monkeys are smart—so smart that 
they're adapting to the Internet. 


of near elimination, as less than 0.5 
people in every 100 000 had syphi- 
lis. But from 1997-2004, the national 
syphilis rate increased nine times, to 
3.5 for every 100 000 Canadians. 

In particular, PHAC reports that 
significant rises in syphilis cases in 
Edmonton began in 2003, and each 
subsequent year has seen an increase. 
There were 106 reported cases of 
syphilis in Edmonton alone in 2005. 

Romanowski said that despite the 
concentration of reported syphilis 
cases in Edmonton, the city isn’t more 
susceptible to the infection than any 
other area. 

“Ts there something unique about 
Edmonton? I don't think so. Is it 
because we're closer to Fort McMurray 
than Calgary? I don’t think s0,” 
Romanowski said. 


NATALIE CLIMENHAGA 
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Canadian universities are keeping a 
watchful eye south of the border as calls 
to boycott US News & World Report as 
university rankings grow, according to 
University of Alberta President Indira 
Samarasekera. 

Samarasekera explained that she 
was invited to write the 2 April article, 
“Rising Up Against Rankings,” on the 
Inside Higher Ed website after word 
spread about the 25 Canadian col- 
leges and universities who refused to 
participate in Maclean’s magazine’s 
annual university rankings issue last 
fall. She was one of the initial eleven 
Canadian university presidents to sign 
a joint letter to Maclean’s on 14 August, 
2006, stating they would no longer 
submit the questionnaire used to create 
the rankings due to what they saw as 
flawed methodology. 

“[Inside Higher Ed] contacted us 
and asked if | would put something in 
because they’d heard that we'd been 
involved in that,” she said. “I agreed 
[because], well, it’s a way to share expe- 
riences and it’s also a way to raise the 
profile of the University of Alberta.” 

However, Robert Morse, Director 
of Data Research at US News, said 
that while Canadian institutions had 
complaints over the manner in which 
Maclean's collected and compiled their 
data, those concerns don’t correlate to 


US News rankings. 

“Tn my view the issue in the US and 
Canada is different,’ Morse said. 

“Just to state the obvious: the US is 
vastly bigger than Canada,” he added. 
“Number two, there’s both public 
and private schools [in the US]. I'm 
pretty sure all the Canadian schools are 
public.” 

Morse explained that US News 
divides postsecondary institutions into 
separate categories such as the National 
Universities category, which includes 
institutions that provide graduate and 
post-graduate degrees, as well as the 
Liberal Arts Colleges category, which 
incorporate institutions where the 
highest degrees offered are bachelors 
degrees and that are for the most part 
privately funded. 

Samarasekera said she didn’t dis- 
tinguish between the various ranking 
categories when she wrote her article, 
as she was mainly interested in sharing 
the Canadian situation. In her article 
she explains the entire process of first 
expressing concerns and later with- 
drawing support from the Maclean's 
rankings, and uses this as proof that 
universities don’t have to stand by and 
accept ranking they disagree with. 

“T didn’t really get too concerned 
about what was going on in terms of 
the US other than the fact that the US 
universities would be interested in what 
we had done in Canada,’ she said. 


SEE RANKINGS ¢ PAGE 2 


Waste-bin fire singes Rutherford 


SCOTT LILWALL 


Depu s Editor 


An unexplained fire in a garbage can 
outside of the Rutherford Library has 
left scorch marks up the side of the 
building and completely destroyed the 
stone receptacle. 

“Tt was totally destroyed,” said Al 
Belanger, Operations Manager for 
Campus Security. “It was a pretty 
intense fire, a pretty serious flame.” 

Belanger explained that Campus 
Security received a call at around mid- 
night on Tuesday, 27 March from a 
student reporting the fire. A number of 
students attempted to put out the fire, 
by tossing gravel and water on it. The 
flames were under control by the time 
security arrived, and additional water 
was poured on the garbage can to make 
sure that the fire was out. 

Belanger said that it was impossible 
to tell if the fire had been set intention- 
ally or if it was an unfortunate accident. 


He said that the University of Alberta 
generally has about one garbage can fire 
a month, usually due to people tossing 
lit cigarettes into the receptacles, where 
they ignite paper or other flammable 
materials. 

“T can’t say if it was purposely lit or 
not,” Belanger said. 

Campus Security isn’t yet sure the 
cost of the damage done by the fire, 
which left scorch marks and soot 15 
feet up the side of Rutherford. Belanger 
said that it could have been worse. 

“Thank goodness that Rutherford is 
brick,” he said. 

Belanger said that the file was still 
open and that Campus Security would 
accept any tips that came in about 
the origin of the fire, but said that it’s 
unlikely that the source will be pinned 
down. 

“Nobody saw it actually start, so 
we're at kind of a dead end there,” he 
said. “But we haven't had [any more 
fires] since it happened. 


Simply the best 


Using an intense mathematical 
formula, we've determined the 
schools that had the best CIS seasons. 
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CRIME BEAT 


Compiled by Mike Otto 


IT WASN'T PUMPKIN BUTTER 

On 21 or 22 March, a car was damaged 
in the St Joseph’s College parking lot. 
Someone slashed a tire and smeared 
feces on the hood. There are no suspects, 
but Campus Security hopes to catch 
someone brown-handed. 


DREAMING OF OPENROADS 
At 8pm on 26 March, a man was seen 


peeking through car windows west of 
Newton Place. Campus Security deter- 
mined the vehicular viewer wasn't a 
student and had an extensive criminal 
record; he was warned not to return to 
campus. 


OPERATION HANDLEGRABBERY 

At high noon on 29 March, witnesses 
reported aman trying to open the doors 
of several vehicles in the Jubilee park- 
ing lot. Campus Security was unable to 
track down the suspect and there were 
no reports of thefts from vehicles. He's 
described as a Caucasian male in his 
early 20s, wearing a red ball cap and 
tan backpack. 


IRESPECT YOUR VALID WORLD VIEW 

On 29 March, Campus 5-0 arrived at 
the Powerplant after a disagreement 
between three philosopher-poets was 
reported. One illustrious member of the 
group was arrested for failing to provide 
his name toa peace officer and was later 
issued a ticket for public intoxication. 
Fortunately, there will be no charges 
under the Code of Student Behaviour. 


I FOUGHT THE LAW, BUT THE LAW 
ABSTAINED AND TOOK ME TO JAIL 

On 30 March, auxiliary officers spot- 
ted a male stumbling about near 112 
Street. When approached, he imme- 
diately became uncooperative and 
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expressed a desire to get his fight on. 
After attempts to negotiate, he was 
arrested. The wannabe brawler had 
outstanding warrants and a criminal 
record of violence; he was handed over 
to Edmonton Police. 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: MAY 
CAUSE ACCOSTINGBY A STRANGER 
On 31 March, a man was attacked 
after being asked for a cigarette near 
the Garneau Towers. The assailant is 
described as a male in his 30s with a 
limp, ascruffy appearance and wearing 
a dark jacket. The nefarious nicotine- 
addicted knave was last seen hobbling 
in the direction of campus. 


Canada-US systems not comparable: Moore 


RANKINGS ¢ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Morse stressed that the categories 
are imperative, however. According 
to him, the US News rankings have 
had “no problems from National 
Universities.” While certain liberal 
arts colleges have individually found 
fault with some parts of the rankings, 
they haven't approached US News 
with their concerns in an “organized 
way.” 

One complaint against the publi- 
cation came from Sarah Lawrence 
College President Michele Myers, 
who, in an op-ed for The Washington 
Post, expressed that her institu- 
tion—which ranked 45th out of 215 


in the US News 2007 Liberal Arts 
category—was unfairly disadvan- 
taged since it no longer required SAT 
scores for admission to the school. 
Myers wrote that the magazine gave 
Sarah Lawrence a standard SAT devia- 
tion below the average of its peers in 
order to compensate. 

In response, Inside Higher Ed 
stated in its 12 March article “Would 
US News Make Up Fake Data?” that 
“ten other liberal arts college presi- 
dents are preparing a letter to be 
sent to hundreds of college presi- 
dents proposing a new set of policies 
that might challenge the role of the 
rankings.” 


Scott Hood, Vice-President 
(Communications & Public Affairs) 
at Bowdoin College—which tied for 
seventh out of 215 in the US News 
2007 Liberal Arts category—said 
that so far no word had spread to his 
campus of this unified boycott of US 
News’ rankings. 

“To date, Bowdoin College has not 
been contacted by anyone at another 
college or university regarding the 
rankings,” Hood said via e-mail, 
pointing to an article written by the 
College’s campus paper, the Bowdoin 
Orient, in which he’s quoted as 
having said “rankings are a real- 
ity” and “we are a society that likes 


STREETERS 


Eighth grade students in Holtsville New York have been charged with serving their teacher and 


top-10 lists.” 

But U of A Students’ Union Vice- 
President (External) Dave Cournoyer 
suggested that a more objective way 
of conducting postsecondary insti- 
tution evaluations would be if they 
were done by non-profit organiza- 
tions “not interested in selling copies 
of their edition.” 

“T think a lot of students have in 
the past looked at rankings similar 
to Maclean’s but haven’t seen the big 
picture in terms of differing method- 
ology and in terms of what these sur- 
veys actually take into account when 
ranking the institutions,” Cournoyer 
said. 


classmates Ex-Lax-laced doughnuts for April Fool's day. 


What's the worst April Fool's day prank to which you've been party? 


Nathan Lynch 
Engineering | 


I'd say putting a dry ice bomb in some- 
body else's locker. You get dry ice and 
then you put itin a water bottle, and then 
you put it in your friend's locker, so then 
it explode and all their shit’s just blown to 
pieces. 


ABSOLUT FRIDAYS 
3 LADIES NIGHT 


Derek Berger 
Open Studies 


Emotium and Ex-Lax at the same time, 
because one works higher up in the 
digestive system than the other, so you 
have to take a dump but you can't. I've 
done this to people. It's not that hard— 
you can put it in a milkshake. You kind of 
have to do some lead-up. 


Luc Gervais 
Masters Electrical 
Engineering 


Being talked into a PhD. Being convinced 
to move to Edmonton for a PhD. 


Compiled and photographed by Steve Smith and Krystina Sulatycki 


“<FOR THE LADIES 
“yj ALLNIGHT LONG! 


. ™ o 


(DONT WORRY FELLAS WE GOT YOU 
GOT YOU COVERED T00) 


itheonennutiyte.con 


Rachel Anderson 
Arts | 


We got tuna stuffed under our door [by] 
Kevin and Steve. Because we don’t like 
the smell of tuna. 


SATURDAYS 


GET DIRTY EVER 


SATURDAY 


WITH JAGER 
AND HIGHBALL 


SPECIALS 


NEW ROOM NEW SOUND..THE ONE ON WHYTE 
A STEP ABOVE THE REST ! 


NO LINE NO COWER WITH YOUR U OF AONE CARD 


THE GATEWAY ¢ volume XCVII number 45 


Hate crimes rare on campus: EPS 


MARIA KOTOVYCH 
News Staff 


Members of the Edmonton Police 
Service were on campus recently to 
discuss the hidden impact that hate- 
motivated crimes have on campus and 
the larger Edmonton community. 

“The community impact [of] it is 
huge,” said Sergeant Robinder Gill, 
of the EPS Hate and Bias Crime Unit. 
“There is a victimization to the entire 
community.” 

On 21 March, Gill and Kristopher 
Wells, a member of the Edmonton 
Police Chief’s Advisory Committee 
and co-founder of the campus orga- 
nization Inside/OUT, presented a talk 
entitled “Hate Crimes and Human 
Rights: What you Should Know and 
What you Can do to Create a Safer 
Campus Community.” Inside/OUT is 
a campus-based network for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer 
(GLBTQ) and allied students and 
staff. 

According to Gill, 
Code of Canada defines a hate crime 


the Criminal 


as an offence where the person who 
commits a crime is motivated by hate 
or bias towards an identifiable group 
and targets an individual from that 
group. 

The biggest difference between 
hate crimes and “regular” crimes, Gill 
said, is that hate crimes are intended 


VICTOR VARGAS 
News Staff 


For the third consecutive year, the 
University of Alberta Forestry Society, 
an organization of undergraduate and 
graduate students with specific inter- 
ests in forestry, ran Logger Sports in 
Quad on 30 March. But others worry 
that the event may not be educating 
students on forestry issues. 

Jeron Snively, organizer of the event, 
explained that Logger Sports featured 
things like log barrelling, axe throws, 
and a chainsaw demonstrations. 

However, Jolene Shannon, coordi- 
nator of the environmentalist group 
Kleercut, said that the event doesn’t 
show students the big picture. She cau- 
tioned that, while students may bene- 
fit from information on the industry’s 
management practices received from 
organizations like Logger Sports, they 
should seek a well-rounded under- 
standing of the environmental issues 
facing the industry. 

“We really need to look at the infor- 
mation we receive from people and 
events like Logger Sports to make sure 
that we are forming our own judgments 
on the nature concerns.” Shannon said. 


to send a message to a particular com- 
munity. They may have a much larger 
impact on the victim and on the com- 
munity as a whole and are often are 
under-reported. 


“One of the surprising 
things coming into 
the hate crimes unit 
is to see how many 
organized movements 
there are within 
Alberta and within 
Canada” 


SERGEANT ROBINDER GILL 


For this statistics don’t 
accurately measure hate crimes, Gill 


stressed. 


reason, 


In one set of Canadian statistics, 
Gill showed that ethnic/racial hate 
crimes were most common in Canada, 
followed by those targeting religion, 
and subsequently by those targeting 
sexual orientation. Gill said the black 
community was the group most tar- 
geted for their ethnicity, and the Jewish 
community was the most targeted for 
their religion. He also noted that more 
recently, when Canada saw a debate 
over same-sex marriage, the nation 


“Education on [the] management prac- 
tices, [that are] facing society today 
is always good, it helps us form our 
own opinions, like whether or not our 
endangered foothills are worth flush- 
ing down the toilet.” 

Shannon believes it’s important to 
celebrate traditions like Logger Sports, 
but students should also recognize that 
the industry has made some mistakes in 
the management of natural resources. 

Snively acknowledged that some 
people have had problems with the 
industry, but he also believes the for- 
estry industry is an essential part of 
our world. 

“A lot of people protest and point out 
that cut blocks (areas of forest that are 
cut down) are because they don’t like to 
see them. [You've] got heavy machin- 
ery in the bush, you're wrecking stuff 
and tearing everything up. But ... every- 
body needs wood products. Everyone 
uses wood products,” Snively said. 

He believes that the forestry indus- 
tries has listened to protests and has 
realized that previous practices were 
wrong. He said that there have now 
been major strides in technology and 
old, more harmful techniques are 
being replaced by ecologically friendly 


experienced a spike in the number of 
hate crimes committed towards gays 
and lesbians. 

But hate crimes on campus are 
minimal, according to Al Belanger at 
Campus Security Services. 

Out of approximately 10 000 calls 
Campus Security received last year, 
only four of those were hate crimes, 
Belanger said. He noted that since 
2003, there have been 15 incidents on 
campus that have been considered hate 
crimes, but he stressed that these statis- 
tics only consider hate crimes that have 
been reported. Most of the hate crimes 
that do happen at the U of A are vandal- 
ism-related. 

“99.9 per cent of the time it is graf- 
fiti-related incidents that degrade 
groups and/or other individuals,” 
Belanger said. 

Belanger also noted that no specific 
group has been targeted on campus 
recently and there also hasn't been a 
repeated pattern of the same type of 
graffiti reoccurring. 

But while hate crimes are rare on 
campus, 
hate groups present in Alberta and in 
Canada, said Gill. 

“One of the surprising things 
coming into the hate crimes unit is to 
see how many organized movements 
there are within Alberta and within 
Gill said. “That is sad to say, 
but there’s a fair amount.” 


there are still numerous 


Canada,” 


TAYLORMERRITT 
I SEE SAW Logger Sports teaches people about the forestry industry, says Snively. But Kleercut says it’s only one view. 


Green groups cut into Logger Sports 


Annual event celebrates vital industry, says organizer, but others up in arms 


methods. Snively also noted that the 
government has restraints that keep 
forestry companies in check. 

“They have limitations and restric- 
tions on what they can do and what 
they can’t do,” Snively said. 

But Curtis Wesolowsky is convinced 
that these restrictions aren't enough. 
A graduate in biology with a focus in 
conservation studies, he thinks that the 
government needs to do more. 

“The current legislation gives the 
forestry corporation a large degree of 
powers and latitude over their forest 
management zones. I would like to see 
the legislation strengthened to ensure 
that in the long run, the forest indus- 
try remains as viable as possible for 
the province,” Wesolowsky said. 

He believes that people and students 
need to have a general awareness of the 
industry because it’s so large in Alberta. 
He also said events like Logger Sports 
are useful as long as it’s more than just 
about recreation, and aims to educate. 

“T certainly hope that it will get stu- 
dents involved more with the forestry 
industry. I also hope that students 
become more aware of forestry issue 
and have fun doing it at the same time,” 
Weslowsky said. 


THE LEGEND CONTINUES... 


PINT NIGHT 


ALL DOMESTIC DRAPT. 


(add $1 forimport) 


$1 FROM 6-7PM 


$2 FROM 7-9PM 


" FROM 9-1 1PM 
$4 FROM 11-CLOSE 


NO COVER WITH UofA ID or UotA SKI CLUB ID 


JOIN US FOR OILERS HOCKEY & 


WIN A PAIR OF TICKETS 
EVERY GAME! 


gilth, 


AI 


4, SNES o 


Cc 
Ra gt 
10511 WHYTE AVE 
432-5224, DOORS AT 5PM 


$5.99 


STEAK 
SANDWICH 


10551-wuytTeE AvE 780.432.0814 


check it out 


www.barwild.com 


4 NEWS 


Students pri 


age for infection 


Increased sexual activity of university-aged people 
makes the group particularly prone to syphilis 


STI* CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Romanowski said that Calgary had 
a significant problem with syphilis a 
few years ago. 

“These diseases travel from place to 
place; there’s nothing unique about 
Edmonton to suggest that we have 
more cases nor is there anything 
unique about Calgary that immunizes 
them about the cases,” she said. 

University students are particularly 
susceptible to syphilis, as individuals 
tend to be most sexually active during 
this time. The incidence of infectious 
syphilis is highest in women 20-24 
years old, while infectious men tend 
to be older, between 35-39 years old. 
And while maintaining a healthy sex 
life is likely of greater concern to the 
average university student, sexual 
health is of much greater consequence 
and Romanowski stressed that both 
male and female students should pro- 
tect themselves. 

“Know your partner, use a condom, 
don’t forget about other awful dis- 
eases like HIV that we can do nothing 
about. If you’re concerned, be tested. 
On campus you have options, you can 
go to student health,” she said. 

Dr Gordon MclInroy, University 
Health Centre director, said that even 
though syphilis is on the rise, there 
hasn't been an increased demand to 
test for the infection at the centre. 
Syphilis is checked with a blood test. 


“T’s not something that’s causing 
any panic or people requesting the 
checks, but we check for it all the 
time,” McInroy said. “What we really 
need to do is to get the information 
out, because it’s not common, but it’s 
there and we see it.” 

In the first stage of syphilis, the 
bacterium Treponema pallidum 
causes painless sores, called chan- 
cres, which can grow in the rectum 
or cervix, reducing notice. During the 
second stage, the bacteria spread to the 
bloodstream and cause skin rashes, 
frequently on the palms and soles. 
Syphilis is most contagious during the 
primary and secondary stages, and a 
person’s chance of contracting HIV 
increases. Once syphilis transitions 
into the third stage, visible symptoms, 
ike rashes, disappear, but internal 
damages to organs and the central 
nervous system can be fatal. 

The Alberta government launched 
an awareness campaign in March to 
help stop the spread of syphilis, which 
has affected Albertans from 15-81 
years old. Also of concern is the fact 
that nine babies have been born with 
the infection in the past two years. 

Off of campus, the Sexually 
Transmitted Disease Centre (11111 
Jasper Avenue) provides free confiden- 
tialassessment, testing and counselling 
for sexually transmitted infections and 
HIV, among other services. 
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me | Debating fate of traditional tunes 


Lecturer says cultural music must change in order to survive in modern age 


VICTOR VARGAS 
News Staff 


Julian Kytasty, world-renowned ban- 
dura musician, argued that tradi- 
tional music can continue to thrive 
alongside its contemporary kin—but 
only if it’s willing to evolve. 

Kytasty, who’s played the stringed 
instrument all over the globe, was at 
the U of A on 26 March to discuss 
the obstacles faced by traditional 
music in a world new instruments 
and sounds during a lecture entitled 
Ukrainian Traditional Music in the 
21st Century. 

In particular, he said that Ukraine 
has suffered culturally in the last cen- 
tury because of famine in 1932/33 
and the devastation from WWII. 
But Kytasty noted that the efforts of 
some people have kept traditional 
Ukrainian music alive today. He 
pointed to groups that travel the 
world to find and preserve traditional 
music and works. As some of these 
works are held only in the memories 
of musicians, Kytasty said that these 
efforts were vital to give younger 
generations the chance to heard tra- 
ditional tunes. 

Kytasty noted that not all of his 
work has been accepted, citing that at 
least one reviewer thought his work 
was exceptionally poor because it 
didn’t conform to the reviewer's inter- 
pretation of traditional music. Kytasty, 
however, believes that music can 
remain traditional, while accepting 
that things will change over time. 

“You can never predict which way 
a culture will move. It’s the nature of 
culture, it evolves,” Kytasty said prior 
to the lecture. 


Maria Lesiv, a University of Alberta 
graduate student in Ukrainian stud- 
ies, agreed that something can be tra- 
ditional, while still leaving room for 
it to grow. 

“Some people—who are probably 
culture purists—they would say that 


STEFFI ROSSKOPF 
PLAY IT AGAIN, JULIAN Traditional music needs to evolve, says Kytasty. 


such aspects as globalization, devel- 
opment of technology and access to 
Western music, probably ... Influence 
Ukrainian traditional music nega- 
tively. But I don’t think so. Even if 
they change [tradition], it’s perfectly 
normal,” Lesiv said. 


U of A Scholarships are the solution! 


Undergraduate Student Awards 


The Student Awards Office has several scholarship competitions running 
over the summer. Each competition has it’s own set of criteria and eligibility 
requirements as outlined in the following descriptions. 


For more information on these and other competitions please visit our 
website at www.registrar.ualberta.ca/awards or the Student Awards 
Office at 1-80 Students’ Union Building. 


University of Alberta Undergraduate Academic Scholarship Competition 


The Undergraduate Academic Scholarship Competition recognizes and rewards students for superior 
academic achievement (minimum GPA of 3.5) on a full normal course load taken at the University of 
Alberta during the September to April academic year. Applicants must be returned to full-time studies 
in September 2007 to be eligible for these scholarships. 


The Awards range in value from $500 to $4,000. Students can submit their applications online at 
www. registrar.ualberta.ca/awards. 


Deadline to apply is September 30, 2007. 


Louise McKinney Post-Secondary Scholarships 


The Louise McKinney Post-Secondary Scholarship Competition was created by the Alberta Scholarship 
Office to recognize and reward students for their academic achievements and encourage them to 
continue in their undergraduate program. Approximately 250 scholarships valued at $2,500 each 

are available to University of Alberta students in the top 1 to 2% of their class. Candidates are 
nominated by the Student Awards Office and will be sent an application form in June. 


Applicants must be Alberta residents and plan to enroll at the University of Alberta in the second or 
subsequent year of a full-time program. Students who have completed a degree program and are 
proceeding into another undergraduate program or a professional program must apply directly to the 
Student Awards Office by June 1, 2007. 


Canada Millennium National In-course Excellence Awards 


4 


he Canada Millennium Scholarship Foundation created this scholarship program to recognize 
students for community service, academic achievement, leadership and innovation. These awards are 
available to student entering their third year of undergraduate studies in September 2007 who have 
achieved a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.3 on 80% (minimum) of a full normal course load. 


4 


he University of Alberta can nominate up to 31 students. The awards range in value from $4,000 to 
$10,000. Application forms are available on the Student Awards website at 
www. registrar.ualberta.ca/awards 


Deadline for submission of application to the Student Awards Office is June 1, 2007 


Jason Lang Scholarship 


The Jason Lang Scholarships were created in honor of Jason Lang, a 17 year old Alberta high school 
student who was killed in a school shooting. These $1,000 scholarships are designed to reward the 
outstanding academic achievement of Alberta postsecondary students who are continuing into their 
second, third, or fourth year of studies. 


Applicants must be Alberta residents who have achieved a minimum GPA of 3.2 on 24 units of 
course weight in their previous year of studies (September to April). Students can submit their 
applications on-line at www. registrar.ualberta.ca 


Students can submit their applications online at www.registrar.ualberta.ca/awards. The deadline to 
apply is September 15, 2007. 
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JUNETTE HUYAH 


SILLY RABBIT, BITS ARE FOR KIDS Small changes, such as a larger fonts, may make it easier for old people to compute. 


New tech confuses old users: study 


Industry expert says that simple tweaks could make computers easier to use 


VICTOR VARGAS 
News Staff 


A study done at the University of 
Alberta found that older adults feel 
less confident about their computer 
knowledge than their younger coun- 
terparts. Older adults worry about 
how age-related factors, such as 
memory, may inhibit their perfor- 
mance and as a result lowers their 
confidence. 

Dr Dennis Foth of the Faculty of 
Extension along with Dr Patricia 
Boechler and Dr Rebecca Watchorn, 
both from the Department of 
Psychology, studied computer use 
and proficiency in a group of approxi- 
mately 40 adults, aged 50 and older. 
The results of the subjects, who were 
all members of the Edmonton Lifelong 
Learners’ Association (ELLA), were 
measured against the results of under- 
graduates students. 

The research found that prob- 
lems associated with old age, such as 
Parkinson’s disease and other cog- 
nitive defects, affect older 
adult’s confidence and ability to use 


NEWS BRIEF 


Written by Anna Johnson 


would 


DANCECLUB STILL WALTZING AT50 
As the baion—a slow Brazilian samba 
rhythm—surged in popularity in the 
‘50s, so did dance at the University 
of Alberta. However, while the samba 
beat may be lost to today’s students, 
dance is still going strong. 
In the fall of 1957, a group of around 
20 students approached a local dance 
studio in hopes of setting up an infor- 
mal gathering for those that wanted to 
learn how to ballroom dance. The fol- 
lowing year, the Students’ Union made 
the club an official student group. This 
year, the Dance Club celebrated its 
50th year at the U of A. 
“It's incredible to have such a won- 
derful group of people together with 
one common goal. It’s ballroom danc- 
ing. It’s actually quite a beautiful thing 
to be a part of,” said Darren Yesmaniski, 
Vice-President (Internal) of the Dance 
Club. 
According to Yesmaniski, the club's 
annual membership of 1/00 includes 
students, alumni and community 
members. To celebrate half a century 
of dance instruction, the club held a 
h 
d 


number of events over the 31 Marc 
weekend to give club members, o 
and new, an occasion to show off their 
farandoles, flamencos and fox-trots, as 
well as to thank volunteers who made 
it possible. Everyone from the nine 
executive members to DJs, tothe dance 


computers, Boechler said. She sug- 
gested that one solution for the loss 
in confidence would be for different 
younger people to tutor the elderly in 
using computers and help build on 
their knowledge. 

“Tf-we could provide classes through 
community centres, through senior 
associations and organizations, seniors 
who are open-minded about having 
technology in their lives would feel 
more comfortable about taking part in 
that,” Boechler stated. 

The study had other recommenda- 
tions on assisting seniors in learning 
computers, such as increasing font 
sizes, ensure computer mouse are easy 
to manipulate and to give simple and 
direct instructions that give no room 
for multiple interpretations. 

However, Nathan Palovick, a free- 
lance computer consultant who has 
worked with several elderly people, 
believes that there’s more the industry 
can do to accommodate older adults. 

While Palovick acknowledges that 
part of the problem is that comput- 
ers are constantly changing because of 
the nature of the field, he also believes 


instructors themselves are involved on 
a volunteer basis. 

Laurier and Margot Byer, former 
members of the club, both attended 
the event to reconnect with long-lost 
acquaintances. 


that if software companies were to 
establish standards that all programs 
would follow, older people would 
have a much easier time adapting to 
computers. 

For example, he said that if the pro- 
cess of turning off a computer was the 
same for all operating systems, elderly 
people wouldn’t have to learn a slightly 
different method for every new 
system. “Once you are familiar with 
... the principles of [the software], it 
is a lot easier to understand how those 


changes go out from there. Because 
really, fundamentally, Windows or 
Macintosh hasn't changed all that 
much in the past 20 years,” Palovick 
said. 

He did note that several systems 
actually do have ways of maintaining 
the same interface (the way people 
interact with a computer), but people 
are either unaware of these options or 
don’t know how to access them. 

These are really simple [tech- 
niques], but for somebody who isn’t 
really familiar with the technology ... 
they aren’t going to be able to find it,” 
Palovick said. 


STEFFI ROSSKOPF 
DOING THE LATEST RAG The U of A Dance Club celebrates its big fiftieth. 


The Byers were members 18 years 
ago, while they were dating, and just 
rejoined the club this year. 

“What's really nice about the socials is 
you don't feel threatened if you're a begin- 
ner. There are people of all abilities.” 


CANADIAN FONDATION 


LIVER CANADIENNE 


FOUNDATION N DU FOIE 


VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
You can help make a difference by volunteering, it’s as easy as picking up 
your phone and calling Carmen at 780-444-1547. or by email 

to Cb.liver @ shaw.ca. 


Positions Include: 
« Planning Committee Members 
(fundraising & educational events) 
« On-site Event Volunteers 
(next event - STROLL FOR LIVER) 
« Awareness Campaign Volunteers 
(training provided) 


« Office Assistance 
(projects throughout the year) 
« Material Distribution 
(events and educational material) 


For more information on liver health, please call 1-780-444-1547 or 
visit www.liver.ca. Please live responsibly. 


The Canadian Liver Foundation is committed to reducing the incidence and 
impact of all forms of liver disease. 


The Gateway is looking for a 
Sports Editor 


- The Sports Editor's* term runs from 1 May 
2006 to 30 April 2007. The full-time paid 
portion of the job runs from mid-August to 
the end of April. Additionally, six issues of the 
Gateway will be produced over the summer 
months. The Sports Editor is expected to 
train on at least three of the six summer 
issues (unless granted leave by the hiring 
committee) for an honorarium of $100/issue. 
In the full-time months, the position’s salary 
is $1281.88 per month. 


The Gateway is also looking for a 
few part-time employees 


- The Online Coordinator® will be responsible for keeping the Gafeway's new website 
slick, sexy and not libellous. Hours are flexible, but free Monday and Wednesday 
nights are a must. Remittance is $419.60 per month. 


- Two Circulation PALs* will deliver the Gateway to campus and beyond. Free 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings and afternoons are a must as Is a driver's licence 
and clean driver's abstract. Remittance is $329.96 per month. 


Sound fun? Want to join the deathship? 


Then please submit a resumé and cover letter, to Business Manager Steve Smith or 
Editor-in-Chief Matt Frehner by NOON Thursday, 5 April. 


Applications can be submitted by e-mail (biz@gateway.ualberta.ca or 
eic@gateway.ualberta.ca) or in hardcopy (Room 3-04 Students’ Union 
Building). 


* For information and rundown of the complete job descriptions (subject to change) 
e-mail eic@gateway.ualberta.ca 


Additionally ... 


The Gateway is holding a special general meeting to choose 
its two (2) 2007/08 volunteer-staff board of directors 
representatives 


+ The SGM will take place on Thursday, 12 April at 4pm. All volunteer staff are 
asked to attend if possible. 


- If you're interested in running, you must have had five (5) contributions to 
the Gateway in the last year and have opted-in as a staff member to Editor- 
in-Chief Matt Frehner. You can opt-in at any point before the meeting. 


OPINION 


Old age ought 
to be (gently) 


embraced 


GENERALLY, WHEN I THINK OF THE FUTURE, 

I think in terms of the next five years—or at the very 
most, the next ten. However, the recent aging sympo- 
sium, held this weekend at the U of A hospital, tried 
to get people pondering life a little further down the 
line—and then a little further still. 

But after listening to Dr Daniel Callahan, interna- 
tional program director of The Hastings Center (a 
bioethics think-tank), I for one am not convinced that 
money spent on longevity research couldn't be better 
spent elsewhere. After all, there are very few compel- 
ling reasons for extending life spans, and a multitude 
of negative repercussions if we do. 

Suppose these technologies were developed, 
Callahan asks: who would have access to them? Only 
the wealthy? And what would the effects be of having 
people live longer on our already overpopulated plant? 
Why should we be seeking to lengthen our lives at all? 

The cost of developing new technologies is huge— 
and there are plenty of diseases that could use a cure 
before aging. Cancer, AIDS and multiple sclerosis come 
to mind, just to name a few. Enhancing our quality of 
life—that is, making the time we have better rather 
than longer—makes so much more sense. In fact, I 
find it difficult to call aging a disease at all. After all, it’s 
a natural process to which we are all subjected. 

The University recently ended its policy of mandat- 
ing retirement at the age of 65. In light of possible 
developments in anti-aging technology, one wonders 
whether the average retirement age won't be pushed 
back further yet. Given improved health, we can 
even expect to continue working well into our 70s. 
Although some people do already and are happy for 
it, I would be disappointed not to have the choice, the 
same way | would be upset if I were forced to quit just 
because I had gone past my statistical prime. 

All things considered, the prospect of extending 
my life an extra ten years or so isn’t really appeal- 
ing—not necessarily for personal reasons, but for the 
impact that it would have on those around me. Who 
would be expected to take care of me for another 
decade? Even if I am lucky enough to be in good 
health, I would still need support and assistance. And 
if I weren’t in a situation where I have family around, 
this could get very pricy. In fact, this effect is already 
evident today, as many long-term care facilities are 
being privatized and charging huge sums for often 
questionable care. That is, there simply aren't enough 
beds or health-care professionals to meet the demand. 
Already, we can hardly accommodate the aging popu- 
lation—and this is just the beginning of the boom. 

When I picture myself 40 years from now, I don’t 
see a woman giving up on life or thinking that it’s 
over at 60; rather, I see someone who’s still pleased 
with her accomplishments in youth and eager to 
experience a new age. Growing older is a beautiful 
process that allows us to change and develop. It’s this 
graceful process of aging that we should focus on 
instead of just worrying about when our time is up. 

When it comes to choosing between living an extra 
few years or having a healthier and happier life, I 
wouldn't hesitate in choosing the latter. But it’s easy to 
say now that I don’t want ten more years. In the face 
of old age, perhaps I’ll change my mind. Maybe my 
age is getting the best of me already—I am a ripe old 
22 after all. 


KRYSTINA SULATYCKI 


Photo editor 


Fly away already 


SO NELLY FURTADO HOSTS THE JUNOS AND PICKS 
up three awards at the same time. How exactly does 
that work? And the winner is ... me? 

I know she touts herself as a “Promiscuous Girl,” but 
at this point “attention whore” might seem like a more 
apt descriptor. First the Grey Cup, and now this. What 
B-List Canadian spectacle will Furtado ruin next? 


ADAM GAUMONT 


Opinion editor 


LETTERS 


Three Rs not enough, 
Malcolm 


| would like to say that | appreciate the 
current social issue that was brought 
up in the article “Unnecessary 
Course 101” (27 March). Miss 
Malcolm indirectly addressed the 
disconcerting reality that our society 
is lacking environmental awareness, 
misunderstanding the practices of 
sustainability and overall rests far 
too comfortably with an apathetic 
view of the world. 

If we were actually an environ- 
mentally conscious generation then 
we would see that environmental 
riendliness is greater than the con- 
cept of “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.” 
The current environmental issues 
hat are under thorough discussion, 
and would likely be the basis ofa class 
called Environmental Sustainability 
O1, are not small-scale concerns. 
They are issues being faced glob- 
ally and they require solutions that 
are not so simplified. Quick-fix env 
ronmental Band-Aids make people 
feel like they are making a difference 
when in fact they do not entirely 
understand the problem. 

It appears as if the uprising dis- 
cussions about environmental sus- 
ainability are not of value to enough 
people. | am very pleased, however, 
o hear that our President of the 
University, Dr Indira Samarasekera, 
has addressed the hot topic of sus- 
ainability as a real issue. | believe 
hat the implementation of a man- 
datory sustainability course is a 
beginning to a long road of solutions. 
People must be made aware of the 
extent of environmental issues to 
ully understand why they are being 
old to follow the principles of sus- 
ainability. Without a background 
of knowledge and understanding 
or sustainability, today’s industrial 
society cannot be expected to rap- 
idly convert from money-making to 
esource-conserving as its priority. 
The University has the respon- 

bility as a secondary-education 

ovider to liberate well-rounded, 
well-informed individuals into soci- 
ety. The purpose of a first-year 
course is to provide a foundation for 
Ss 


udents to succeed in their future 
courses. 
The purpose of Environmental 


Sustainability 101 would not be a 
tree-hugging hippie class, as this 
is not the point of sustainability. 
Rather, the main objective would be 
the preparation for students, further 
down the road, as future resource 
mangers and concerned, knowl- 
edgeable world leaders. 


SALLY ELLS 


Science III 


Not everyone is an 
environmentalist 


| do agree that university students 
should not be forced to take courses 
on environmental — sustainability 
but | find it pretty arrogant of Miss 
Malcolm to think that this generation 
has all the moral conscience it needs 
to make changes in the future. Call 
me pessimistic but | do not think that 
all members of this generation will”... 
work to compensate for prior abuses 
when it’s our turn to take over in 
important leadership roles.” 

Does Miss Malcolm talk to some 
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LooKS LIKE WE Row HAD A 
BIG QNDAY NIGHT, NELLY 
BOT WHAT THE CRAPS A DUNO? 


ae 


of the engineers? Yes, some truly 
care about the environment but 
watch as others start working for 
huge oil companies and money 
starts to talk. | think our generation 
ikes to put up a false front. We buy 
into this idea that we change the 
world and that’s all it becomes: an 
idea. We can talk a lot about solu- 
ions but in the future will we be that 
different from past generations? 
Engineers are given a bad rap, but 
it’s not just them: most people you 
alk to will say they care about the 
environment, but how many actually 
make substantial changes in their 
ifestyle or are willing to pay more or 
vote accordingly? 

| would also like to question what 
she thinks is “needlessly wasteful” or 
“unnecessarily careless,” because in 
ignorance she may be in fact doing 
such things. If we, as university stu- 
dents, already know all we need to 
know about the environment, why, 
after three years of learning about it, 
am | still continually embarrassed by 
my ignorance? And even if we pos- 
sess the knowledge, many of us do 
not seem to use it. | have a room- 
mate who recycles basically because 
she lives with me and | threaten he 
with torture and death, and a brothe 
who thinks the extent of the anthro- 
pogenic impact to climate change 
is debatable and that changes tha 
could occur in future centuries are 
not worth the time and effort (no 
Oo mention the money) trying to 
understand because hey, it won’ 
happen in out lifetime so why worry. 
As for the rest of my peers | find us 
just as lazy as other demographics 
in making changes in our lifestyles to 
decrease our impact. 

So while the majority of lectures 
and courses on the environment 
are “preaching to the sustainable 


choir”—or as my brother would say 
a bunch of hippies doing nothing 
but talking and eating granola—l do 
not “sigh and feel slightly annoyed", 
instead | try to understand the envi- 
ronment we are all a part of and try 
to come up with ways to convince 
even the most apathetic that it is 
worth the time, energy and money. 
And as Miss Malcolm proved it is a 
daunting task indeed. 


APRIL ZEMBAL 


Science III 


Some students still need 
to clean up their act 


There is nothing more frustrating 
than hearing someone say [that] 
they already know everything so 
they shouldn't bother learning more 
about one of the biggest issues in the 
world. Did you know, “Canada is one 
of the worst environmental perform- 
ers in the industrialized world and 
has shown no improvement over the 
past decade”? A study performed 
at Simon Fraser University placed 
Canada 28 out of 30 industrialized 
nations. If we are all behind a cleaner, 
better planet, why is it that every time 
look in the garbage | see pop cans 
and every time | look in the paper 
ecycling bin | see garbage? Why are 
he tar sands increasing production 
ive-fold in the next 13 years? 
The idea that we have all learned 
in-depth about this issue from birth 
is ignorant. About 15 per cent of the 
student body is international stu- 
dents from varying backgrounds. 
any leave Canada when they finish 
heir programs and may become 
very involved in their own countries. 
Wouldn't it be great if they brought 
back ideas that prevented them from 


SCOTT C BOURGEOIS 


making the same mistakes we have? 

University is all about unneces- 
sary courses—that’s the difference 
between university and college. 
Taking courses on topics other than 
your major is what makes university 
interesting. It’s like the difference 
between a Ford Escort and a Rolls 
Royce, the extra things are what 
make it special. Looking back, first 
year didn’t have so much work that 
an extra hour a week for a single 
semester would have been the straw 
that broke our backs. I’m not saying 
the class should be three hours pe 
week with a three-hour lab and a 
two-hour final, but | think we all 
could spare an hour a week for the 
sake of improving the future of ou 
country. 

“The Canada we see in this repor 
does not reflect the one we hold in 
our hearts,” says Dr Suzuki. Eithe 
we know the problem but we're too 
stupid to do anything about it or we 
don’t know enough and that’s why 
we aren't doing anything. | hope it's 
the latter. 


BEN CAMPBELL 


Engineering III 


Letters to the editor should be 
dropped off at room 3-04 of the 
Students’ Union Building or e-mailed 
to letters @gateway.ualberta.ca. 

The Gateway reserves the right 
to edit letters for length and clar- 
ity, and to refuse publication of any 
letter it deems racist, sexist, libellous 
or otherwise hateful in nature. The 
Gateway also reserves the right to 
publish letters online. 

Letters to the editor should be no 
longer than 350 words, and should 
include the author's name, program, 
year of study and student ID number 
to be considered for publication. 
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Metro a rather pedestrian effort 
This latest commuter rag only adds to Edmontonss glutted newsprint market EMPLOYMENT OFFER 


MATT 
FREHNER 


ith the inaugural issue of 
Metro hitting the stands 
yesterday, yet another 


commuter rag has entered the already- 
saturated Edmonton market, compet- 
ing for sidewalk space with CanWest’s 
RushHour and Sun Media’s 24 Hours. 

The proliferation of newspaper 
boxes around campus over the last few 
months is so cancerous that the east LRT 
entrance has become completely envel- 
oped: no less than ten newspapers are 
stationed there, along with a giant ugly 
black box that seems to be advertising 
something about condominiums. 

Among those personally insulted 
by the newspaper shit-storm are 
Mother Earth, City Councillor Michael 
Phair and defenders of good taste and 
decency. Phair called it a “cluster of 
ugliness” in last Friday's Edmonton 
Journal, and is working to castrate the 
newspaper giants before we find our- 
selves swimming in a pulpy mush of 
cookie-cutter journalism. 

But masses of paper litter aside, the 
way print media is delivered currently 
isn’t very appealing to younger readers. 
Bill McDonald, Metro's English-Canada 
publisher, has noted as much. The truth 


is, daily newspaper readership is down 
pretty much across the board. Those 
who read the newspaper on a daily 
basis are slowly dying off, and the rest 
don’t care. Money is being lost both in 
subscription and ad revenue. But the 
free daily format doesn’t fix the prob- 
lems inherent in print media. 

A buck for a newspaper isn’t all 
that prohibitive, nor is its size. What 
does make traditional daily newspa- 
pers worthless, if I can summarily 
pigeonhole my entire generation, is 
that anyone who gives a shit about the 
news will soon be reading it online (if 
they don’t already), where it’s faster, 
cheaper, timelier and more diverse than 
anything that can be found in print. 

As far as it’s possible to remain rel- 
evant in a world of instantly accessible 
media, 300-word mini-stories isn’t 
the way to do it. Battling the Internet 
with a couple hundred thousand 16- 
page pamphlets will be about as suc- 
cessful as trying to end terrorism by 
bombing a bunch of random Middle 
Eastern countries: the optics might be 
good in the short term, but in the long 
run you'll be facing huge deficits and a 
Democratic rebellion in Congress. 

To the extent that these dailies are 
successful in large cities, it’s because 
they’re free and easily available: the 
boxes sit on every street corner and 
transit hub. Simply put, they're read 
because they’re there, and because 
flipping through a couple of pages of 
trash is slightly more exciting than 
scratching one’s private parts. 


But this business model relies on 
people actually using public transit to a 
fairly large extent, and with Edmonton’s 
weekday LRT ridership at just 46 000 
“boardings” per day, it’s difficult to 
fathom how a combined 115 000 free 
newspapers are going to get read. 

But economically, it doesn’t matter 
whether the content is worth reading 
or not. If Metro says it’s printing 60 000 
copies a day, that’s all the advertis- 
ers care about, regardless of whether 
the paper is more than 50 per cent ad 
content—and more than 75 per cent 
verifiable trash, if you include all the 
celebrity gossip. The cash grabs have 
already started, as 24 Hours followed 
in Dose’s footsteps by making an adver- 
tisement of their entire front page. And 
we saw how sabotaging any shred of 
journalistic integrity worked for Dose. 

Where Metro rises slightly above the 
pack is in its local content, which is at 
east written by local staff members 
rather than pulled prepackaged off of 
a wire service. Hopefully Metro can 
find space to inject some creativity in 
this case. Just one month in, however, 
all three commuter rags look like life- 
ess pain-by-numbers digest versions of 
already-ailing publications. 

The real problem with these free 
dailies is that there’s no vision beyond 
attempting to make as much money as 
possible. But if profit margin is what 
they’re after, I know of some pretty 
solid e-mail scams. Leave the newspa- 
permaking to those of us whose souls 
aren't quite so hardened. 


Intellectual laziness is rampant, probably 


The Information Age is turning us into less capable students than ever 


JACALYN 
AMBLER 


na freezing day sometime last 
winter, one of my professors 
made an announcement, that 


provoked an outburst so furious, the 
energy from it is probably still hanging, 
suspended, over campus to this day. 
There would be no Internet sources, 
he said, accepted for our term papers, 
including any peer-edited material 
found online; only hard copy would be 
accepted as suitably academic. 

Incredulity permeated the room: 
how were we supposed to write a 
paper—a whole paper—without 
using the Internet? Surely there was 
some kind of faculty rule against this. 
Although some of us may have har- 
boured a vague notion that the articles 
we had cited for years inhabited some 
physical location deep in the bowels of 
Rutherford North, few had the where- 
withal or the desire to find it. After 
all, our generation doesn’t resort to 
microfilm and dusty tomes for knowl- 
edge. We Google it. 

As academia, and the Western 
world in general, fully enters the era 
of extreme information exposure, this 
scene will likely become only more 
common, as generations of old-school 
professors come head to head with 
students whose WPM typing speeds 
are faster than their average speed 
of thought. With the benefits of this 
information age both obvious and 
immutable, those who hold out for the 
power of the actual written word are 
dismissed as Luddites. 


The Internet and its assorted para- 
phernalia are, after all, totally based 
on knowledge exchange: forums, 
blogs, article databases, online news- 
papers—all are revised hourly and all 
give the public instantaneous access to 
a virtually infinite and ever-expand- 
ing supply of knowledge. 

So what’s my problem with this type 
of learning then? Why am | writing 
this article when I should be scouring 
JSTOR for some new sources to use in 
my latest research paper? Well, lately, 
I've been wondering: no matter how 
big the benefits, if it’s always true that 
a new invention replaces an old one, 
and that therefore every innovation 
must carry some drawback, what, if 
anything, are we losing from good, 
old-fashioned book-learning? 


As the process is 
repeated, students risk 
believing that they 
have become well-read, 
while in fact they're 
only well-argued. 


Consider the context in which most 
of us do research. Most of our classes, 
no matter what faculty, have some 
kind of opinion-formation as their 
goal; classes are intended to provide 
an overview, while the real, in-depth 
knowledge is expected to come from 
assignments and research papers. 
Implanted in the research process is an 
expectation that students will invari- 
ably expose themselves to the different 
predominant opinions on the selected 
issue. And largely, if the dusty-tome 
process is your chosen one, then this 
is something you can’t avoid—long 
hours of skimming indexes and 


articles even slightly related to your 
topic basically ensures it. 

Most students (at least, the ones I 
know), abandon this technique as 
soon as possible for one that involves 
more ease, comfort and_ flexibility: 
namely, making use of online data- 
bases, which are acquiring astonish- 
ingly refined search capacities. 

But this development means that 
students now have the option of basi- 
cally depositing a thesis into the sub- 
ject heading on the screen, reading 
whatever is cranked out, and assum- 
ing this is to be a definitive explora- 
tion of said thesis, even if major sides 
or pieces of the argument surrounding 
it have been omitted. If you're look- 
ing for a particular opinion, in other 
words, youre going to find it, how- 
ever extreme. But that doesn’t make it 
definitive. 

As the process is repeated, students 
risk believing that they have become 
well-read, while in fact they’re only 
well-argued, having lost the opportu- 
nity of exposure not only to the other 
discussion surrounding their chosen 
subjects, but also to the kind of seren- 
dipitous knowledge—hallmark of the 
truly well read person—that can only 
be acquired by accident. 

Ir’s not my suggestion that we turn 
back the clock, shut down the super- 
computers, or make Dusty Tome 
Navigation 101 a required course. I 
just believe that we need to recognize 
that these systems are more fragile and 
ess organic than most of us would 
ike to believe. 

The world of computers, however, 
shiny and durable it may appear, 
remains a world completely apart from 
tangible, physical reality. If it should 
suddenly disappear—and our ability 
to think along with it—then just how 
advanced will we have become? 
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COTTAGE COUNTRY IS LOOKING FOR 
SOME HELP OVER THE SUMMER 


¢ Job starts early April and will last well into September. Duties 
include lawn care and light janitorial (on rainy days). 


¢ Good pay and accommodation for the right student. 


Please call Harold at 721-6538. 


SUBtite< 


Main Floor SUB 
ph: 492 - 9744 


used textbooks and much more... 


Regular Hours: Monday to Friday Qam — 5pm 


Saturday 11am —- 4pm 


Buy, Sell or Consign Texts « UofA Crested Clothing & Merchandise 


e Framing © Custom Screen Printing and Embroidery 


BUY, SELL or 
CONSIGN TEXTS 


{other services include} @ YUorA CRESTED 
CLOTHING anpb 
MERCHANDISE 


e FRAMING 


e CUSTOM SCREEN 
PRINTING anp 
EMBROIDERY 


CANADA POSTES 
POST CANADA 


From anywhere... to anyone 


for further information, visit www.su.ualberta.ca 


TESFAIC 
| | Student Financial Aid 
Information Centre 


ARE YOU TAKING 
SPRING/SUMMER 
CLASSES? 


YOU MAY BE ABLE TO APPLY FOR 
STUDENT FUNDING. COME VISIT US FOR 
DETAILS AND APPLICATIONS. 


Your Education, Your Money - 
Start Asking Questions 


1-80 SUB 

8:30 AM TO 4:30 PM MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
492-3483 

SFAIC @ SU.UALBERTA.CA 
WWW.SU.UALBERTA.CA/SFAIC 
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TEACH ENGLISH OVERSEAS 


Free Info Seminar 
Tues. @ 7pm 
7712-104 Street 


*Edmonton-based 


(780) 438 5704 
globaltesol.com 


NICK 
TAYLOR-VAISEY 


The Fulcrum 


OTTAWA (CUP)—The | last 
Quebecers elected a minority govern- 
ment was in 1878—and the education 
system in the province was vastly dif 
ferent than today. The government 
was nearly a century away from creat- 
ing the Université du Québec network, 
and McGill University had barely 
topped an enrolment of 1000. 

Times have clearly changed. During 


time 


» the Quiet Revolution in the 1960s, 


Ny) the political landscape exploded, and 


See this ice cream cone? 


It represents the Gateway's 2006/07 
publishing schedule: all but melted away, 


with only a bit of milky stuff oozing out 
the side. 


Luckily, we'll be publishing again summer, 
So if you like ice cream-and writing-then 
you should volunteer for the Gateway. 
It's way more fun than spending time 
outdoors. 


THE GATEWAY 


recoiling from natural light since 1910 


| which brought forward a Libera 


+) Grits under Jean Charest promised 
' that, if elected, they would increase 


In their platform, the party stated 
— the 14-year-old freeze “interferes 
| with recruiting and retaining the 


~ young Quebecers benefited greatly. 
+ McGill now hosts over 33 000 stu- 
| dents, there are over a dozen uni- 
) versities in Québec, and after a Parti 
+ Québécois (PQ) election win in 1994, 


tuition fees were frozen, making them 


_ the lowest in Canada. 


Enter the 2007 provincial election, 


minority government. The reigning 


tuition fees by $50 a year until 2012. 


best professors and researchers, and 


MONA 
STRUTHERS 


The Phoenix 


KELOWNA, BC (CUP)—As an English 
student with a focus on the contem- 
porary, I’ve always looked to pop cul- 
ture classes as easy credits. There are a 
number of reasons for this: I feel like I 
might recognize the texts studied in pop 
classes; I’d rather study Toni Morrison 
and Timothy Findley than William 
Shakespeare; I can relate to modern 
characters and grasp thematic concepts 
more quickly. Perhaps most impor- 
tantly, I enjoy reading about familiar 
places and things, and then connect- 
ing those places and things to Kevin 
Bacon—and eventually, to myself. 
Unfortunately, pop-culture study 
has a dark side: it can be downright 
excruciating. This happens when cul- 
tural texts are hammered into frames 


for literary, psychological or socio- 
logical theories that they just don’t fit 
into. Suddenly a film’s mise en scéne, 
a novel’s mention of the colour red or 
a musical track’s white space cease to 
exist as an independent act of creative 
expression and instead becomes an 
expression of cultural theory. 

Don’t get me wrong: interpreting 
text using the work of theorists like 
Michel Foucault or Jacques Lacan is 
neat-o. When a professor actually takes 
the time to explain Lacan’s ideas about 
lack, I felt really excited, suddenly 
exposed to a new perspective that I can 
apply to things. But, more often than 
not, there isn’t time for explanation— 
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“The three major parties in the province—the 
Liberals, the PQ, and ADQ (Action Démocratique 
du Québec)—have come to expect that in Québec 
politics, there are winners and losers. And until last 
week, Charest and PQ leader André Boisclair each 
expected to win in a landslide.” 


handicaps the competitive develop- 
ment of research infrastructure.” 

Charest says that Québec residents 
pay, on average, over $3000 less than 
the rest of Canadian students, and his 
planned increases won't interfere with 
Québec’s claim to the lowest tuition 
fees in North America. On election 
night, the Liberals barely won, with 
48 of 125 seats. 

But that doesn’t mean tuition fees 
will increase, or even that they will 
stay the same. The three major par- 
ties in the province—the Liberals, the 
PQ, and ADQ (Action Démocratique 
du Québec)—have come to expect 
that in Québec politics, there are win- 
ners and losers. And until last week, 
Charest and PQ leader André Boisclair 
each expected to win in a landslide. 

Confronted by the prospect of a 
minority government, they pleaded 
with Quebecers to elect a majority. It 
would be easier when dealing with 
the federal government, they said. 
More likely, the leaders simply didn’t 
want to work with the opposition in 
an environment quite similar to that 
of the federal government. Given that 


only to summarize books of innovative 
thought into three or four fatally reduc- 
tive bullets on an overhead or handout. 
It’s in these cases that I feel frustrated, 
because I’m being taught a Literary 
Theory for Dummies version instead. 

All or nothing at all—that’s what I 
want. When a class on culture consists 
of little more than using bits of theory, 
I get the feeling that the professor is 
still trying to convince him- or herself 
that pop culture deserves to be studied 
in the first place. 


More often than not, 
there isn’t time for 
explanation—only to 
summarize books of 
innovative thought 
into three or four 
fatally reductive bullets 
on an overhead or 
handout. 


The problem is that many theories 
merit entire courses and cannot be 
crammed into the spaces between 
novels, film or poetry in an English 
class. Many professors only have time 
to present a vague, paint-by-numbers 
summary of one topic, one idea, out 
of context. 

For people like me, who are actu- 
ally interested in learning more about 
these theorists, these incomplete 
forays into lit-crit theory are irritating 
because they’re too specific and reduc- 
tive to be useful outside of the course. 
For example, I would have gladly 
spent a semester studying the work of 


the Liberals hold such a slim lead in 
the National Assembly, the two oppo- 
sition caucuses will no doubt mount 
enormous opposition to a number 
of Liberal plans, including increased 
tuition fees. 

Pundits claim the results of the 26 
March election affirm the importance 
of “the issues” to Quebecers—those 
social issues that have made Québec 
famous for its left-leaning tendencies. 
Tt was a departure from the recent 
trend toward a sovereignist-federalist 
divide in the province. Now that every 
issue has the power to destabilize the 
fragile legislature in Québec City, par- 
ties will likely scramble to gain trac- 
tion on the issues Quebecers deem 
most important. 

In such a climate, will postsecond- 
ary education remain on the politi- 
cians’ radar? Will prominent student 
groups keep their issues on the agenda? 
If the recent federal minority govern- 
ments provide any insight, then the 
fewer priorities a leader adopts, the 
longer their party retains power. The 
lineups outside the National Assembly 
are already forming. 


: Pop culture and lit-crit just dont mix 


j Literary theory is important—just don't beat it to death with modern texts 


Lacan, Derrida, Butler, Sartre, Delueze, 
Haraway, Levinas—I like theory, okay? 
But lately I feel like I'll only ever learn 
it with any comprehension on my 
own, outside of university. 

As a solution to my complaint, I'd 
love to see more pop-culture profs 
with enough confidence in the texts 
they teach to move forward without 
depending on theoretical crutches 
that are too often contrived and little 
more than tenuous. I’d rather see a 
more basic treatment of pop culture 
texts—a more near-sighted approach, 
and one that gives creative power to 
the author, rather than writing off the 
artist’s work as little more than flesh 
on the bones of intellectual theory. 

Classes should also be described 
more precisely so that students can 
make better choices before they reg- 
ister. For example, I wouldn’t take a 
class called “A Lacanian analysis of 
Rave,” but I might sign up for “Levinas 
and 21st-century desire.” 

The near-sighted method I’m advo- 
cating is pretty much the historicist 
approach. I’m not sure why historical 
context has become so secondary in 
some courses: the knowledge I take 
from pop culture is largely composed 
of specific information I’ve learned 
about particular artists. Facts about 
production, the strange habits of writ- 
ers, influences, sources of inspiration, 
causes of death, the budget of a film 
and its subsequent success/failure— 
and not paradigms of analysis. 

What it all comes down to is: if I 


want to understand a theorist I will 
find their work and read it. But if I 
want to learn about 20th- or 21st-cen- 
tury literature and Derrida shows up 
more than Joyce, there had better be a 
damned good reason. 
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Scientologists are the sane ones 


KELSEY 
TANASIUK 


n our modern, civilized and 
| politically correct world, discrim- 

ination on the basis of religion is 
frowned upon, to say the least. In fact, 
voicing predjudicial thoughts tends to 
give you an imaginary stamp on your 
forehead that reads “total prick.” But 
all rules have exceptions, and there’s 
one religion that remains fair game for 
discrimination and ridicule. I’m talk- 
ing about comedy’s perpetual whip- 
ping boy, Scientology. 

Just try starting a group conver- 
sation about Scientology. But be 
warned: you will hear phrases such 
as  “Ohmygoditssuchascam” and 
“OhmygodTomCruise” repeated with 
nauseating regularity. If you happen to 
find yourself in exceptionally learned 
company (ie someone who’s read the 
Wikipedia article on it), that person 
may mention Scientology’s sci-fi nov- 
elist creator, L Ron Hubbard. Perhaps 
the tabloid reader of your group will 
bring up Katie Holmes or coo about 
how adorable Suri Cruise is, but other 
than that you should find your conver- 
sation will go in circles for an indefi- 
nite period of time. 

I think we can safely say that the 
average person on this campus knows 
shit-all about a controversial religion 
that they all love to gossip about. If this 
were the case with any other religion, 
you can bet there would be something 
of an uproar, and multiple student 


groups would likely form. However, 
scientologists seems to be fairly quiet 
about their faith—could it be they've 
decided to take the moral high road so 
many religions preach about? Already 
then, it would seem, they’re actually 
better at being religious than the rest 
of us. Could this be a religion that 
attempts to actually practice what it 
preaches? 

To answer that question, we 
must first understand what exactly 
Scientology does preach. Because in 
all seriousness, if one is going to talk 
about as touchy and personal a subject 
as religion, it’s best to be educated on 
the matter. So let’s talk about the actual 
teachings of Scientology, and not just 
the Comedy Network fodder. 


Could this be a religion 
that attempts to 
actually practice what 
it preaches? 


Scientology preaches about knowl- 
edge and understanding. One of the 
first things you are told when you 
start to read about it is, don’t pass by 
something you don’t understand. 
Learn what it is and understand it 
before continuing on your way. If 
you're reading a book and spy a word 
you've never seen, find out what it 
means before you keep reading. That 
way you'll completely understand its 
implications in the sentence. Already 
it seems we can learn something from 
our friends the Scientologists: under- 
standing things before we talk about 
them. What a revolutionary concept. 

Scientologists say there are three 
things you have to attend to in your 


life and in this order: Being, Doing and 
Having. Being is your person—your 
soul, really. The first thing you need to 
do is determine who you are: Being is 
being aware and knowledgeable about 
yourselfand your surroundings. Doing 
is your actions: once you have your- 
self under control you have to look at 
your actions and how they’re affecting 
the world around you. Finally there’s 
Having: that’s where you get to look 
at your material possessions and their 
place in this world. Know about your 
surroundings before you do anything 
to affect the world? You guys are prob- 
ably right, these people are crazy. 

One of the major critisms of 
Scientology is that there are manda- 
tory fees for members of the church. 
It’s clearly a scam since you have to 
pay to get in, right? But let’s not forget 
that organized religions need funds 
to keep their churches afloat—they 
just rely on donations. Scientologists 
are no different: they just happen to 
be straightforward about their finan- 
cial needs. I'd prefer that over the 
guilt-inducing glares of senior citizens 
when the donation basket is passed 
around. 

So let’s take stock: be knowledge- 
able, know yourself, know the conse- 
quences of your actions and put your 
mental self before your material one. 
Lessons we should all take to heart. 
The bottom line is, if a religion is 
working to help people better them- 
selves the rest of us are in no place 
to judge it, regardless of what crazy 
celebrities happen to follow it. L Ron 
Hubbard calls Scientology a battle 
against idiocy. So congratulations to 
all those of you who just love to talk 
about this scam religion: you guys get 
to be the opposing army. 


INVITE 


R E S | 


OPINON 9 


PHOTO ILLUSTRATION: KRYSTINA SULATYCKI 
REACH FORIT Scientologists hold themselves to lofty standards—do you? 


TO 
JOIN 


D EN T 


INDIRA SAMARASEKERA 


for a few slices of pizza and a soft drink to 


CELEBRATE THE END OF WINTER TERM 


When: Friday, April 13; noon to 1:00 p.m. 


Where: Celebration Plaza, outside the main entrance of the 
Administration Building. If the weather does not cooperate 
this event will take place in Dinwoodie Lounge, 2nd floor of 


SUB. 


Complimentary pizza will be available just show your valid 
student ONEcard. 


Bring your classmates - the first 1000 
students will be served. 


For more information contact the event coordinator at 492-1525. 
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